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In October, we welcomed three new students 
from Lake Forest College as members of our St. 
Elisabeth’s choir. Matthew, Teagan, and Abigail 
all have an incredible passion for music and each 
expressed to me a desire to get to share their 
musical gifts in a community of faith while at 
LFC. Their presence has been a wonderful 
blessing to our church these past few weeks as 
they’ve been learning the ins-and-outs of 
Episcopal liturgy and our life here at St. 
Elisabeth’s. 
 

Matthew Carey (tenor) 
is a junior at Lake Forest 
College, studying 
Communication, 
Business, and Cinema. He 
was born and raised in 
Littleton, Colorado, and 

is excited to be so close to Chicago for college. 
An avid performer, Matthew has been singing in 
church choirs since he was four years old, as well 
as performing in musicals and choir ensembles 
throughout his high school and college career. 
When Matthew is not making joyful noise, he can 
be found spending time with friends, watching 
movies, or enjoying the outdoors. He is looking 
forward to his time singing at St. Elisabeth’s this 
semester! 
 

Teagan Hutchcroft 
(soprano) is originally 
from Burlington, IL, 
and she is currently 
pursuing a double 
major in Education 
and Music Education 
at Lake Forest College. 

 
Teagan grew up in the church and was especially 
involved in the musical aspects of the church, 
including praise team, choir, and handbell choir. 
She continued to be involved in music (band and 
choir) throughout her primary education, and 
continues to be involved in multiple ensembles on 
campus. Currently, Teagan is a member of Sylvan 
Singers, Chamber Choir, Concert Band, 
Orchestra, West African Drumming, and other 
small group gigs. When she's not busy with 
school, she loves to spend time with her dog, 
Nola, who lives with her on campus. Teagan is 
very excited to be singing in the church setting 
again, and looks forward to her time at St. 
Elisabeth's. 
 

Abigail Pribble (alto) is a 
junior at Lake Forest 
College, majoring in music 
education and minoring in 
psychology. She is originally 
from Lafayette, Indiana and 

enjoyed playing in country, folk, and bluegrass 
bands throughout high school. Her interest in 
music began when she started playing guitar and 
writing songs in fifth grade.  After graduation, she 
plans to travel abroad before coming back to the 
states to teach elementary school general music. 
 
I am looking forward to the beautiful music all 
three of our new singers will share and help lead, 
but more importantly, am grateful for the ways in 
which St. E’s will continue to grow as a 
community of faith because of their witness and 
presence among us. If you haven’t had a chance 
to welcome them, please stop by at an upcoming 
coffee hour, say hello, and introduce yourself!  
 

Blessings, Dillon Shipman
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I think a lot about stewardship. Every day. In fact, the part of my job I like best as a 
Donor Relations Director (fancy name for a fundraiser) for a local nonprofit is 
stewardship. Like many nonprofits, my organization also relies on the generous 
donation of time from over 200 volunteers. I spend time stewarding these 
volunteers, too. Stewardship in this sense means thanking our supporters in a 
meaningful way. I enjoy trying to think of creative and engaging ways to express our 
gratitude. I especially like making phone calls to connect with people personally to 
thank them and learn more about the connection they have to our mission.  
 
In the nonprofit world, the process of asking for donations, thanking donors, then reporting on their gift’s 
impact is called the “virtuous cycle of fundraising.” In the Episcopal Church, we also have a tradition of 
stewardship related to the annual cycle of budgeting and raising funds to sustain our church. If we do our 
collective job managing this process with prayerful discernment, we can support our community not just in 
the coming year, but also well into the future. I like the connection made between gratitude and stewardship 
as noted on the Episcopal Church’s website: 
 

“Stewardship is about being grateful, responsible stewards of the gifts we receive from God. The 
tradition of giving back to God and to the church comes from the Biblical practice of “tithing,” 
which means to give back a tenth of our earnings to God (Numbers 18:26). The Episcopal Church 
sees stewardship as more than simply contributing money to the church; it’s also about contributing 
time and talents and volunteering for ministry and mission. It’s about reaching out to build 
relationships from a perspective of abundance instead of scarcity.” (episcopalchurch.org/what-we-
do/stewardship/) 

 
I appreciate the Church’s inclusion of time and talent in addition to funds in the essential elements needed 
to sustain our parish. We are fortunate at St. Elisabeth’s to have so many who are willing and able to 
generously contribute their time. In an intimate parish like St. E’s, we see, feel and appreciate the impact of 
those contributions clearly. In a similar way, each monetary contribution a household makes also has a big 
impact on what we are able to accomplish with our mission and ministry, including opportunities for us to 
come together for worship and socializing.  
 
In the spirit of gratitude, I thank Mark Tilton for his leadership of our stewardship efforts again this year. I 
am also thankful to those who are supporting our efforts by sharing their reflections on why and how they 
support St. E’s. Mark initiated a new “in reach” committee last spring to make phone calls to connect with 
parishioners each quarter. We are in the process of making our third round of calls. I am really enjoying the 

opportunity to connect with many of you. I would 
be delighted talk to more of you, so please reach out 
anytime by phone or email. The opportunity to 
build relationships with one another is just one of 
the things that makes St. E’s invaluable to me, and 
the reason I support our parish with my time, talent 
and treasure. 
 

Leslie Alter, Warden 
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Come For a Walk in The Woods 
 

St. E’s Book Group will discuss “Where I Lived and What I lived For,” a chapter from Henry David 
Thoreau’s book Walden. The group will meet at noon Tuesday November 8 in the Guild Room. Be sure 
to bring a brown bag lunch. In this chapter, Thoreau, one of the defining authors of American literature, 
writes about what motivated him to move to a small cabin in the woods. One of the more encompassing 
questions the Book Group will consider is “Do you agree with Thoreau that the consumption of daily news 
is a distraction from a more authentic life?”  
 

Drops ins are always welcome. The chapter is a part of the Great Books anthology, Great Conversations 4. 
A loaner copy is available in the parish office.  If you have any questions, email me at 
JoyceRNewcomb@gmail.com.                 Joyce Newcomb 
 

Seán Hansen, A.M.D.G. 
 
As we enter into November, I’m reminded of how much I love 
autumn.  There’s something beautiful about how the air turns crisp, 
how chill breezes rush through the boughs of trees awash with fiery 
leaves.  The world about us slows down, cools, becomes more still.  I 
love being indoors, cozy under thick blankets with mugs of mulled 
wine; I love overlarge flannel shirts and chunky-knit hats.  Most of all, 
though, I love that, as we proceed from All Hallows’ Eve to All Saints’ 
Day and then to Thanksgiving, we’re presented with reminders of more 
challenging parts of our humanity and our faith.  The burnt-orange 
foliage that fills me with such awe is due to the leaves’ pending death 
and fall, and we too are mortal.  On All Hallows’ Eve, we remember 
those we love who have passed on, and we are confronted with the 

knowledge that we will join them.  We do well to grieve such loss, to acknowledge the pain that comes with 
it—to be vulnerable before God and ourselves.  The very next day, however, we rejoice that those who have 
left us are united with God; they have become saints in the world that is to come, and we can celebrate in 
the knowledge that we will join them.  The very occasion of our grief is merged with our joy; death is 
twinned by rebirth.  Like the very trees which do not themselves die, we are grafted into the tree of 
Abraham through Christ, He who has conquered death in order that through Him, we might live.  The 
leaves may fall, and the wind may at times be harsh, but we can hold fast to the coming spring; we can know 
by faith that the tree survives and will flourish on the far side of winter.  We can be grateful for this.  As 
Thanksgiving arrives, we can acknowledge our blessings, thanking God that we have food, shelter, and the 
many good things of life.  One thing I am especially grateful for this season is you—you and all the family at 
St. Elisabeth’s.  I have felt welcomed since my first day here, and I have grown to love this community.  I 
feel privileged to be able to serve you as I learn and grow in faith, and I desire never to lose sight of that.  
And yes, even as autumn gives way to winter, my time here is for a short season—but I do not set my mind 
on its brevity.  I allow myself to be present with the yellows and auburns of the foliage about me, whose 
beauty inspires me and fills me with joy.  So thank you, St. E’s, for being a place where I can feel God’s 
love, a place where I can grieve and celebrate and find peace.  I hope that I can be as much a blessing to you 
as you are to me.   
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Please join our Better Together partners for our 
monthly Intergenerational Formation and 
Confirmation classes on Saturday, November 12. 
This month we will be meeting at Trinity (425 
Laurel Avenue, Highland Park) from 4:30 - 6:00 PM. 
All ages are welcome to come learn about the bible 
together and will share a meal to end the class.  
 

 
All children are welcome to join our first Children's 
Church on November 6 at 10:00 AM. We will do the 
liturgy of the word together in a manner that is easy 
for children to understand and have a children's 
"sermon."   All the children will then join the adults 
in the church at the Peace. 
 
 

 

The Better Together partners will be having a combined digital Epiphany pageant this 
year.  Some great things about a digital pageant are: 

• All children can participate even if they will be out of town over the holidays 
• Children who tend to get stage fright are comfortable acting just to parents who 

film them 
• There are no rehearsals during a very busy advent/Christmas season 
• Family from out of town can watch online for the premiere! 
• After the premiere, each church can present the pageant in their own way (on Epiphany - Jan 6. or 

at the end of a service on a Sunday)  
• Digital children's Choir 

 

My writing team and I will be creating the pageant in November and December.   
Therefore, if you would like your child(ren) to participate in this pageant, please send an email to 
shelley@stgregoryschurch.org by Nov 15.  
In this email, be sure to include: 

• First and last names of your children 
• ages of your children 
• any special gifts they have (singing, goofiness, really good reader, great silly faces, etc) 

 

--Shelley Byrnes, Coordinator for Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
 

 

This past year the vestry has organized itself into a series of Ministry Teams to plan and conduct our shared 
ministry at Saint Elisabeth’s and to discern God’s calling to future ministry together.  These Ministry Teams 
are divided up into various areas which the vestry determined were areas of particular interest and focus for 
our community.   Those areas are: 
 

Education and Formation Music and Liturgy Fellowship and Community Events 
Communications Fundraising Membership and Pastoral Care 
 

The vestry would now like to invite the wider congregation to participate in these Ministry Teams.   If one 
or more of the areas above seems like an area of ministry to which you feel called to help lead, please reach 
out to me and I can connect you with the vestry members working on that Ministry Team. 
 

Faithfully, The Rev. Adam Spencer, Rector  
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Beginning the First Sunday of Advent – November 27 – we begin a year of 
readings from the Gospel of St. Matthew on Sundays.  Matthew’s church is 
under pressure to solidify their identity as Jewish followers of Jesus. It is a 

seeming losing battle against many Jewish sects – Pharisees, Saducees, Essenes and the like. 
 

The Jesus that Matthew tells us about is a new Moses. He is a prophet and teacher. His most notable 
teachings occur is what we call the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew alone tells this story. The Jesus that 
Matthew portrays is the real Jewish Messiah, the heir to the throne of David. He comes not to replace the 
Law, but to fulfill it – to take it another step forward for the sake of God’s reign – the Kingdom of Heaven. 
He says we are to love our neighbor and our enemy! 
 

Join Adam and me in the Guild Room for a forum on November 13 after the 10:00 AM service to begin to 
explore the Gospel of Matthew and what that might mean in seeing Jesus with another set of eyes, 

The Rev. Larry Handwerk, Assisting Priest 
 

 

When I was a child in the early 1960s, my father was an American Baptist minister in the little town of 
Elma, Washington. When I told my mother the other day about St. Elisabeth’s pledge 
drive, she reminded me that part of the Elma parishioners’ contributions was in-kind 
donations to our family. What she especially remembers, and not so fondly, were the 
rutabagas and the bear mincemeat. Yes, mincemeat made from bear. Glencoe in 2022 is 
another time and another place and, as far as I know, few of us regularly farm rutabagas 
or hunt bears. Yet, in many ways our situation is the same as that of the farmers and 
hunters of rural Washington. Each of us must choose how we will dedicate the 
resources God has blessed us with to carrying out God’s work. 
 

I feel blessed by God. Part of this is simply that the Christian faith I was taught, and the examples of the 
Christian community I grew up in, gave me a foundation that helped me raise my children and hold onto 
family relationships in the face of sometimes difficult challenges, including divorce. The teachings and 
spiritual practices of the Church help me remember what really matters in life.  
 

I try to give generously to the church. One reason is that I want to pay God back for the support godly men 
and women have given me, and to make sure that Christ’s teaching reaches others who may benefit from it 
as much as I have. A second reason is that I want to learn more about God and how to connect with God 
through prayer. It is the community of believers that helps me learn and connect to God, and I want to 
make sure that my faith community flourishes. A third is that I believe in Christ’s commandment to give 
one of our two coats to the person with none. I want St. Elisabeth’s to have the resources to help feed and 
care for the needy, both directly and through the work of the Diocese of Chicago. 
 

I invite you to think about how you might give generously to support the life of the parish and our work in 
the wider world. I acknowledge that it can be hard to figure out how to squeeze more out of a tight family 
budget. Financial advisors insist that we must set aside ten percent or more of our income to save for old 
age. But spiritual advisors recommend that we also set aside ten percent of our income for God’s work, 
both to follow God’s commandment and to nourish ourselves spiritually. Money is not our only resource; 
our time is also important for supporting the work of the church. Whether it is rutabagas, mincemeat, time, 
or cash, I hope all of us can pause this month to think about we might manage to share our blessings with 
St. Elisabeth’s in the coming year. And please fill out a pledge card and send it to the church to arrive no 
later than November 12th, so we can bless the pledges on Sunday, November 13th. 

Mark Tilton, Chair 
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Come One, Come All to join in a wonderful St. Elisabeth’s holiday tradition of making 
Advent wreaths. This year we’ll be gathering after the 10:00 AM service on November 20. 
Children and adults can work together to create beautiful wreaths to be used in your homes 
during the season of Advent and on into Christmas. There will also be the opportunity to 
help create Advent wreaths for those who cannot be with us.  We’ll supply all materials for 
the wreaths – candles, an array of evergreen cuttings, clear plastic bowls with flower foam 

that will keep greens wet throughout the season, and a brief guide to observing Advent. For anyone that is not 
able to attend but interested in making a wreath, please let us know and we can set aside kits for you to make 
at home. If you have any questions, please reach out to Polly & Jim Baur. 
 

We will request that you donate $20 for each wreath. There will be a sign-up sheet on the Bulletin Board in 
the hall, or contact Pam in the office to sign up. 
 

 

 
Pledge materials are being mailed 
to member households.  If  you 
have not received one, please pick 
up a pledge brochure and card at 
the back of  the church.   
 
Pledge Blessing Sunday will be 
on November 13, 2022. 

 

 

Soup Kitchen is alive and 
well.  But on a limited 
volunteer basis.  We long 
to be back in The First 
United Methodist Church of Evanston Kitchen and 
dining room, but that is yet to com.  We await the 
decision of the folks at FUMC.   We continue to 
supply sack meals to some 50 diners handed out at 
the FUMC entrance on Church Street in Evanston. 
 

Please stay with us as we move again to a more 
nutritious and balanced meal for the diners. Stay 
tuned, meanwhile thanks to Linda Illes, Phil Miller, 
Jay and Carla Edelston, and Andrew Edelston for 
helping out with this level of service to our friends. 
 

John Tuohy 
 

 

The 185th Annual Convention of  the Episcopal Diocese of  Chicago will be held Saturday, November 19, 
as a virtual gathering on Zoom. Convention is the annual business meeting of  the diocese, during which we 
elect leaders, consider resolutions and hear reports from across the diocese and the wider church. 
 

Voting participants at convention include canonically resident clergy and lay delegates elected from each 
congregation.  
 

Saint Elisabeth’s delegation this year consists of  the Rev. Adam Spencer (Rector), Anne Tuohy, Leslie Alter 
and Kara Superfine (Delegates) and Mark Tilton, Carrie Miller-Mygatt, and Deidre McClurg (Alternates). 
 

General attendees and visitors are invited to observe the proceedings online on the diocesan YouTube 
channel. 
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We are once again engaging with ReVive to sponsor the annual Christmas 
basket program. The Sign-Up sheet is on the bulletin board in the hallway at 
church.  There are families ranging in number of members from 1 to 4. 
 
The pickup date is December 9, 2022  
 
The boxes of wrapped gifts must be in the sanctuary by 10:00 AM on 
Friday, December 9.   
 
Adam will announce this weekly on Sundays and I am available to answer any 
questions.  Thanks to everyone for making this a success in 2022. 
 

Rene Surgi, Ph.D. 
 

 
The Flower Committee is happy to report that St. Elisabeth’s will be working with Chestnut Street Flowers 
in Winnetka upon Edwards’ close at the end of the month. Chestnut Flowers has been serving the North 
Shore community for several years and has graciously offered to maintain the same pricing and delivery we 
had with Edwards. Feel free to drop by their Winnetka storefront to say hello! 

Polly & Jim Baur 
 

------------------------------------------------------cut here----------------------------------------------------------- 

Christmas Flowers and Music 
I WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO: 

 

$__________ Christmas Flowers 

$__________ Christmas Music 
Please Print Legibly 

 

In memory of: ________________________________________________________ 

In Thanksgiving for: ___________________________________________________ 

In Honor of: _________________________________________________________ 

No particular Dedication ______ 

Given by: ____________________________________________________________ 

Please Note: Please return this form with your donations check to the church office no 
later than Friday, December 16 to ensure that your tribute is listed in the Christmas 
bulletin.  Put “Christmas Flowers and Music” in the memo line of your check.   Thank you.  
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Regular Weekly Schedule 

Sundays 
8:00 AM - Traditional Language  
Holy Communion in the church (& via FBL). 
 

10:00 AM - Inclusive Language  
Holy Communion in the church (& via FBL). 
 

Mondays 
7:15 PM –Boy Scout Troop #28 
8:00 PM – AA Group 
 

Thursdays 
7:30 AM – Holy Eucharist 
 

Saturdays 
5:00 PM –AA Group 
 

*(FBL) Facebook Live 

Special Events 

Tuesday, November 8 
 12:00 Noon St. E’s Book Group 
 7:15 PM Vestry Meeting  
 

Thursday, November 10 
 Soup Kitchen  
 

Saturday, November 12 
 4:30 pm Intergenerational Formation 
 

Friday, November 18 
 Deadline for Dec/Jan Voice Articles 
 

Thursday-Friday, November 24-25 
 Office Closed for Thanksgiving  
 

Thursday, October 13, 20, 27 
 7:30 AM Holy Eucharist 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 


