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Lucky-13 
In my experience, God’s timing and my timing 
have never been quite aligned! But, I have worked 
with the staff and with the vestry to make 
programming plans through November. Based on 
the timeline proposed by the 
Search Committee, I imagine 
a new rector could be in 
place during Advent. An 
update from the Search 
Committee follows on the 
pages therein. 
 
What an exciting time for all 
of us to prepare for the next 
chapter in your 
congregation’s story. I believe it is the 
responsibility of the interim to hold up a mirror to 
the congregation revealing reality, potential and 
hope for the future. I never imagined that during 
my service as interim to the people of St. 
Elisabeth’s, I would be winding down my time 
with you in the midst of a pandemic. But here we 
are! As we move through September, and into the 
beginning of fall programming, I am grateful that 
our weekly community forums are in place, 
weekday worship opportunities are resuming, and 
work throughout the campus of St. Elisabeth’s 
continues to move forward at an incredible pace. 
 

As you know, weather permitting, we are 
beginning Sunday face-to-face worship on the 
lawn. I am looking forward to the opportunity of 
us being physically present to each other as we 

gather to hear scripture, music, 
and celebrate Holy 
Communion. I am grateful that 
streaming of our Sunday 
services will continue. The 
Diocese of Chicago has asked 
us all churches in the diocese 
to continue streaming 
throughout the pandemic to 
allow all of the faithful to 
individually make the best 

choice based on health and safety concerns. On 
Facebook Live, many reconnections with former 
parishioners scattered across the United States has 
occurred. This has been a blessing during this 
difficult time of COVID-19. Because of this, the 
vestry has committed to streaming beyond the 
time of Pandemic. I have been working with your 
leadership to ensure an affordable, practical 
solution is in place.  
 
Weekday worship opportunities resume with 
Morning Prayer, Family Chapel, Mid-week 
Meditations and Compline. Additionally, I have 
formed a small committee to create a job 
description, search, interview and hire a Director 
of Children and Youth Ministries. I pray we will 
have a new director in place by the time you have 
issued a call to your new rector. 
 
Community Forums will gather Thursday nights, 
7:30 PM - 8:30 PM via Zoom. During these 
engaging calls, we will study scripture, music, 
spiritual practices and creative stewardship in the 
midst of a pandemic. 
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I feel that our congregation has been blessed with the ability to “lean-in” and connect and worship in new 
and creative ways during the pandemic. This willingness to engage through Facebook, Zoom and even the 
telephone has inspired me and I pray has inspired you to consider what the Church in the 21st century has 
the potential to evolve into. 
 
Faithfully, I remain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hear a lot these days about people's individual struggles with working 
from home, trying to parent and keep your sanity, finding silver linings in 
everyday life and taking care of yourself.  More than ever, we've been living 
in our own bubble, desperately trying to connect to others on Zoom 
("sorry could you repeat that, you're breaking up") or awkwardly from a 
distance ("I'd shake your hand, but you know, COVID-19"). 
 
In this time of forced isolation, I wonder what it means to you to be a 
member of St. Elisabeth's.  It's not the same, is it?  We can't pretend that 
Facebook and Zoom are just as good as the real thing.  Partly that's 
because we've lost the one-on-one and small group connections that would take place in the pews, during 
coffee hour, and other in-person gatherings. 
 
With this in mind, we are fortunate that Kevin and Dillon have formed a careful plan to test in-person 
worship, outdoors, on September 13th.  I know for each of them, safety is the most important concern, and 
they wouldn't offer this if it wasn't also important to try to connect to people in person and bring back our 
sense of community.  But some of you cannot take a risk by coming in person, and we fully respect that 
decision. 
 
My challenge to you all is this.  Don't let it end there.  Don't count on the return of normalcy anytime soon, 
and don't accept what's offered to you as sufficient to keep our sense of community. If you care about the 
St. E community, and I know you do, then take matters into your own hands with one simple gesture:  Call 
another member of the church. Do it now.  Seriously, it will take 5 minutes.  You can even make a game out 
of it by picking a name from the directory with your eyes closed!  Hey, maybe you will even meet someone 
new.  Just say "Hi, I'm from St. Elisabeth's and just wanted to say hi and see how you are doing."  Because 
in the end, our community is all we have. 
 

--Rich Lesperance 
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The Search Committee has been busy facilitating our rector 
search this summer. Our rector opening and supporting 
documents went live in the Diocesan’s rector search portal in 
early June. All of the materials, including Susan’s beautiful 
Parish Profile, are available in the Downloads section of St. 
Elisabeth’s website. We were thrilled that 12 candidates 
expressed interest in our rector position by submitting their 
application materials at the end of the posting period in late 
July.  

 
The Search Committee spent the first two weeks of August carefully reviewing the candidates’ application 
packets and their online presence through recorded sermons, parish websites and social media where 
available. Committee members thoughtfully discerned the candidates' fit with St. Elisabeth's in a marathon 
meeting on August 15th.  
 
We are currently scheduling meetings with those selected for our first round of Zoom interviews. We hope 
to complete this interviewing phase by September 16th. Since many of the candidates are from outside the 
Chicago area, we are exploring ways to support our interviewing process virtually. Conducting the search 
process during the pandemic requires some outside the box creativity and flexibility, and we appreciate our 
committee members’ efforts to support this important work. 
 

--Leslie Alter and Susan Newcomb 
 

 



 

4 

 

 
During our Lucky 13 Ingathering, Sunday, September 13, 2020, 

the people of St. Elisabeth’s will kick-off the program year. 
 
WEEKLY COMMUNITY FORUMS 
Weekly Community Forums during the Fall 2020 will gather on Thursday evenings, 7:30 PM – 8:30 PM. Our 
Weekly Community Forums will focus on four things: 

1. Scripture – increasing our knowledge and engagement with our holy story. We will use Inspired: 
Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again as our introduction to the Bible. If the 
Bible isn’t a science book or an instruction manual, then what is it? When Rachel Held Evans found 
herself asking these questions, she began a quest to better understand what the Bible is and how it is 
meant to be read. What she discovered changed her. 

2. Prayer – deepening our relationship with God and with each other through spiritual practices which 
will focus on the sacred art of listening. 

3. Music – strengthening our voices to praise God together, by exploring the importance of 
communal song, how the theology of our hymnody shapes us, and the history of music in the 
Church. 

4. Ministry – informal conversations about stewardship during COVID-19. The Episcopal Network 
for Stewardship reminds us that “As children of God and disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called to 
the transformational ministry of living generously and calling others into that life of generosity. We 
are sojourners who, along with many others, have some sense that it is through an understanding of 
holistic stewardship and a practice of gratitude and generosity that we will grow spiritually, that we 
will grow more and more into the likeness of the loving, generous God in whose image we are 
created. We believe that it is by virtue of our baptism that we are called to this ministry of 
stewardship.” 

 
LECTIONARY STUDY 
On Tuesday mornings, 9:00 AM, right after Morning Prayer, grab a cup of coffee, sign in to Zoom, and 
discuss the upcoming Sunday’s lectionary readings. 
 
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION 
Part two of our confirmation preparation is underway. Our young people are currently studying their chosen 
book of the Bible. Mentors are having intentional conversations addressing theological concerns and 
realities for all people of faith. 
 
CHILDREN’S FORMATION 
Family Chapel gathers on Tuesday afternoons, 4:00 PM for Bible story, prayer and music. 
St. Elisabeth’s is seeking a director of children’s and youth formation. For more information, email The Rev. 
Kevin M. Goodman, interim rector. 
 

c  
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WEEKLY COMMUNITY FORUMS SCHEDULE 
 
September 17: Community COVID check-in 
 
September 24: Scripture – facilitated by Kevin Goodman 
Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again by Rachel Held Evans, pgs. xi – 90 
 
October 1: Music – facilitated by Dillon Shipman 
Singing together affects our minds, bodies, and souls in incredible ways, and the healing properties of 
communal song are striking. We’ll explore the spiritual nature of song, and it’s importance in the life of the 
Church, from antiquity all the way through today. We’ll also learn about the history of a hymn and sing that 
hymn together!  
 
October 8: Spirituality – facilitated by Elizabeth Clemmitt 
The Sacred Art of Listening: Listening to Others – One of the most precious gifts we can give to another person is 
to really listen to them. Join us as we explore the practices of active listening and deep listening. To actively 
listen to another person involves being fully present to that person through eye contact, body language, and 
mental focus. Deep listening goes one step further. When we listen attentively to another person’s words – 
and silences – without assumptions, expectations, or judgments, we are practicing deep listening. By truly 
listening to each other, we can enrich our relationships and even transform them. We will not only learn 
about these practices, but we will try them out together over Zoom. 
 
October 15: Ministry 
The cost of ministry, the call to stewardship, and financial realities during COVID-19 
 
October 22: Scripture – facilitated by Kevin Goodman 
Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again by Rachel Held Evans, pgs. 91 – 174 
 
October 29 Music – facilitated by Dillon Shipman 
The theology embedded in the songs we sing shapes how we view God and all of creation. We’ll explore the 
ways in which our hymnody informs us, as well as it’s importance in our liturgical structure as Episcopalians. 
We’ll also learn about the history of a hymn and sing that hymn together! 
 
November 5: Spirituality – facilitated by Elizabeth Clemmitt 
The Sacred Art of Listening: Listening to Ourselves through the Welcoming Practice – The Welcoming Practice (aka the 
Welcoming Prayer) is a three-step personal practice that helps us focus on our bodily sensations and 
emotions when we experience challenging feelings or situations in our everyday lives. By welcoming what 
we are experiencing, we consciously accept what is happening within us rather than repressing or rejecting 
our feelings, all while remembering that God’s loving Presence is within us as we embrace our discomfort. 
We can then let go and surrender the upsetting effects to God and choose how to respond rather than react 
to any situation. 
 
November 12: Ministry 
The cost of ministry, the call to stewardship, and financial realities during COVID-19 
 
November 19: Scripture – facilitated by Kevin Goodman 
Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again by Rachel Held Evans, pgs. 175 – 228 
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Throughout the week, there are several ways to deepen your spirituality and continue your journey of faith 
with God and with God’s people. Weekday worship opportunities provide a way to incorporate your faith 
beliefs into work, rest and play throughout the week. 
 
At St. Elisabeth’s, we have four weekday worship opportunities: 
 

1. Morning Prayer with lectionary study 
2. Family Chapel with spirituality formation 
3. Mid-week Meditations 
4. Compline 

 
MORNING PRAYER WITH LECTIONARY STUDY | Tuesday, 8:30 AM 
Pray Morning Prayer via Facebook Live at 8:30AM then join the lectionary study discussion on Zoom 
beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 
FAMILY CHAPEL WITH SPIRITUALITY FORMATION | Tuesday, 4:00 PM 
Gather via Zoom to study Sunday’s lectionary readings within a family-friendly environment. Family Chapel 
gathers for 45 minutes of song and study on Tuesday afternoons, 4:00 PM. (Resumes September 22) 
 
MID-WEEK MEDITATIONS | Wednesday, 10:00 AM 
Gather via Facebook Live for Mid-week Meditations, 10:00 AM Wednesday mornings. Spiritual disciplines 
are taught then practiced providing direction with prayer practices while engaging music and scripture. 
 
COMPLINE | Thursday, 9:00 PM 
Gather on Thursday evenings, 9:00 PM, via Facebook Live for this popular daily office prayed prior to rest. 
 
 

Downloadable Worship Resources from the website 
Sunday Worship Booklet | Book of Common Prayer 

Morning Prayer | Compline 
Family Chapel | Mid-week Meditations 
Mid-week Meditations | Family Chapel 
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When the vestry met in July, I was experiencing a low moment in my response 
to all the turmoil in our country and to the personal pain and loss we were each 
feeling upon the death of our young friend and fellow vestry member, Abigail 
Shanley-Roberts.   Communities of people I love were experiencing hate and 
violence.  My husband, John, was recovery from surgery.  Our daughter who 
lives in a small town in the middle of Wyoming, 1300 miles away, was critically 
ill, just beginning an intense period of chemotherapy, and we couldn’t be with 
her to help.  The lack of sufficient resources to meet the costs of St. Elisabeth’s 
Stone, Sash and Sound building restoration projects was weighing heavily on our 
minds.  And the longing to be in physical community with friends and family 
and to worship in our beautiful church was intense.  
 

In the midst of this heaviness of heart, Kevin asked the vestry members to pause, to be quiet and to listen as 
we read together one of my favorite psalms, Psalm 42.  When he asked each of us to identify a particular line 
that spoke to us, I wanted to pick them all.  “As the deer longs for the water-brooks, so longs my soul for 
you, O God…My soul is athirst for the living God…My tears have been my food day and night…I pour 
out my soul when I think on these things…Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul?” 
 
When Kevin then asked us to identify a picture on the page to which we could relate, I felt each one call out 
to me in one way or the other.  I longed to see the city in a state of calm and to be there walking the familiar 
streets and seeing familiar faces and places.  Even the picture of crowds had an appeal.  The scorched, 
cracked earth of another photo screamed out my sense of inadequacy and struggle, but like the blue sky and 
apparent sun beyond the peaks of high mountains, the lone tree and the light in the distance spoke to me of 
hope, leading me back to the refreshing waters pouring over the rocky river and the quiet, familiar calm of 
the wondrous appeal of books in the library.  Then I was ready for the bright colors and endless beauty of 
the garden and its inviting paths. 
 
Listening to the responses of others, I was deeply moved by the insights and reflections of my colleagues.  I 
was struck with the importance of sharing these deep feelings and longings that so often we don’t really 
know about each other.  Wrestling with existential questions, accepting our inability to control everything – 
even our feelings, and at the same time recognizing our combined strengths as we journey together in 
community are all parts of the bigger gift of being human and knowing that we draw energy and focus from 
a power beyond ourselves.   
 
At that moment, I remembered how much I love these fellow travelers.  I also realized that the primary line 
of the psalm that was calling out to me all along is “Put your trust in God; for I will yet give thanks to 
God…”   Why is this so hard to remember sometimes?  We are not alone.  We don’t have to struggle or 
celebrate by ourselves.  God is not some far off being beyond our reach but is present right here, revealed in 
the moment and in the people in our midst 
 
Thanks be to God!                                                                                                                           --Anne 
 
Addendum to my reflection: 
 
As I was reflecting on the July 2020 Vestry meeting, I was reminded of a message from a friend whose 
words so often refresh my soul and remind me that I am not alone.  Maybe it will refresh your soul as well. 
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"I know this has not been easy for you. You put on a bright face for the sake 
of others and try to sound as upbeat as you can, but inside I know the daily 
grind of this waiting game has taken its toll on you. But don't worry. I won't 
blow your cover. I will just send this quiet message to let you know that 
someone out here understands the hardship of trying to hold things together. 
You do it because you care. You do it out of love. But it is hard because you 
don't know what may happen next. So here is my message: your quiet struggle 
has not gone unnoticed, for while you have been holding on to others, the Spirit 
has been holding on to you." 

~The Rt. Rev. Steven Charleston 
 
 
 
 

 
During our vestry reflection, I immediately focused on the picture of the 
casting fly fisherman.  Kay and I had been scheduled to go on a fly 
fishing trip to Canada, in the Banff-Lake Louise-Jasper section of the 
Canadian Rockies, shortly after the July Vestry meeting.  We would have 
joined the two other couples with whom we have fished annually for 10 
years or so, in places from Montana to Argentina, and we were very 
disappointed that we had to cancel.  The picture, evocative as it is, made 
me realize that what I really regretted was missing time with these good 
friends—I can fish alone in lots of places.  I resolved that, when we are 
past these current very strange times, I will never undervalue those 
relationships. 
 
 
 

Polly Baur 
 

As part of this vestry reflection, the picture I most related to is the 
beautiful view of the colorful flowers along the path. At this time of 
continued uncertainty, this was not only a reminder of recognizing the 
simple joys around us all but also to spot and enjoy nature and its 
abundance. One of the bright spots to being home with quarantine has 
been almost daily walks Jim and I take which weren’t possible when I was 
commuting to Wisconsin each day. We have enjoyed this time even 
occasionally running into other St. E’s parishioners and also seeing the 
season pass from spring to summer and now to fall. I have grown to learn 
about all different kinds of trees and flowers all around our neighborhood. 
This summer brought the chance for me to also get out into my own 
garden and spend more time bringing color into our life with our flowers 

and vegetable garden. It has been a reminder of how important it is to nurture the lives around us and also 
celebrate the joys as I see the hummingbirds still coming each morning. 
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St. E’s Book Group will begin its new year Sept 8 with a new book, Great 
Conversations 3.  This anthology of 15 selections chosen by the Great Books 
Foundation range from Geoffrey Chaucer’s 14th century classic to Jmumpa 
Lahiri’s award winning short story, “Interpreter of Maladies.” 
The selections are thought-provoking and present ideas with timeless 
importance.  
 
The first selection “A Pardoner’s Tale,” excerpted from Chaucer’s classic “The 
Canterbury Tales,” raises questions about violence and social responsibility, 
themes as relevant today as they were in the 14th century.  
 
You are invited to join the conversation.  The group meets for a brown bag at 
noon on the second Tuesday of the month either in the parish fireside room or 
via zoom depending on pandemic restrictions.  If we meet via zoom, there will 
be a link provided.  Contact Joyce Newcomb at 847-234-6532 or 
JoyceRnewcomb@gmail.com for further information of if you want to borrow 
the loaner, usually kept in the parish office. 
 
 
 

 

Date First Reading Second Reading Gospel Prayers 

September 6 Kara Superfine Mac DuBose Anna Lesperance Peter Rossiter 

September 13 Robert Fischer Hall Healy Anne Thornton Susan Newcomb 

September 20 Christine Johnson Carla Arnell Izzy Fischer John Arnell 

September 27 Anne Healy John Tuohy Aidan Thomson Anne Thornton 
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www.steglencoe.org 

Regular Weekly Schedule 
 
Sundays 
10:00 AM Holy Communion  
 (on the lawn & Facebook Live) 
 

Mondays 
8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 
Tuesdays 
8:30 AM Morning Prayer (Facebook Live) 
9:00 AM  Lectionary Study (via Zoom) 
4:00 PM Family Chapel (via Zoom) 
 
Wednesdays 
10:00 AM Mid-week Meditations  
 (Facebook Live) 
 
Thursdays 
7:30 PM Weekly Community Forum (via Zoom) 
9:00 PM Compline (Facebook Live) 

Special Events 
 
Monday, September 7 
 Labor Day 
 
Tuesday, September 8 
 12:00 PM St. E’s Book Group via Zoom  
 
Thursday, September 10 
 Soup Kitchen 
 
Sunday, September 13 
 Lucky-13 Ingathering on the Lawn 
 
Tuesday, September 15 
 Vestry Meeting via Zoom 
 

 
 


