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Avenue Q is the 2004 Tony award winning 
Broadway musical described as the adult version 
of “Sesame Street”. With puppets, puppeteers, 
and landlord Gary Coleman, a block of neighbors 
seek purpose in their lives. As each neighbor tries 
to figure out their life’s direction, they build a 
unique community together confronting racism, 
infidelity, addiction, alienation and separation. 
 
According to Jeff Marx and Bobby Lopez, the 
creators of Avenue Q, we should never forget our 
original self. Marx and Lopez grew up watching 
“Sesame Street”. A green monster in a trash can 
teaches tolerance. A walking/talking yellow bird 
who speaks unconditionally with all people 
teaches curiosity. A blue monster, with a cookie 
addiction teaches self-control. “Sesame Street” is 
life as we hope it to be. But the insecurities we 
encounter, the challenges we face, often cause us 
to forget the soul of our being the reality of who 
created us and for what purpose. As we get older, 
we forget our puppet friends, listening to our own 
insecurities and those of others in order to survive 
“real life.” 
 
In the Broadway musical, Princeton, the main 
character, moves to Avenue Q, to find his 
purpose in life. He believes his life is short and 
that he needs to figure it all out NOW. He 

believes if he doesn’t find 
his purpose, life and love 
will pass him by, and he will 
live unfulfilled. He is 
impatient, restless. Perhaps 
this restlessness we each feel 
sometimes is God trying to 
remind us of our purpose. Princeton believed he 
was moving to Avenue Q to become 
independent. But he found love and purpose 
through community. This was unexpected. 
 
This is what I believe the Church’s primary 
purpose is - to connect me with God and with 
people through the power of holy relationships in 
community.  
 
In the United States, I believe we are challenged 
with American individualism. We move into the 
American way. - “I am an individual.” “I am 
powerful.” “I do not need others.” “The way I do 
things is the right way.” “My purpose is to 
overcome my codependency on other.” This is a 
cultural phenomenon where we place so much 
power on the rights of the individual over what is 
best for the community. This is the Protestant 
problem where we put too much emphasis on 
personal testimony over community action.  
 
There is not much that keeps me up at night. But 
one thing that does is, “who is the person I would  
be if I were not connected to the Church and in 
relationship with the people I find faith with 
there?” I need others to call me to God and to 
call me out to be the best person I can possible 
be. I need to be reminded to love. I need to be 
fed. I need to be formed. I need to be challenged  
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to go deeper. I need the faith and the strength to 
stay in relationship with others even when our 
relationships clash. The Church does that for me. 
 
I wonder what the Church, what the community 
of St. Elisabeth’s means to you. What would your 
life look like without St. Elisabeth’s? I invite you 
to consider these questions as we move through 
our annual giving campaign during the month of 
November. Consider how your commitment of 
money transforms all of us together within the 
community of faith. As you pray over your pledge 
amount, remember the beautiful block St. 
Elisabeth’s inhabits. Recall the inspiring music 
and authentic worship and prayers offered on 
behalf of others. Listen to the laughter of children 
and the delightful conversation at coffee. See the 
love and care exhibited in the smiles in each other 
as we gather here together on holy ground.  
 

Paul writes, “To each is given the manifestation 
of the Spirit for the common good. To one is 
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, 
and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit, to another faith by 
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the 
one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to 
another prophecy, to another the discernment of 
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to 
another the interpretation of tongues. All these 
are activated by one and the same Spirit, who 
allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 
chooses.”  
 
Faithfully, 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The season is approaching when we’re asked to make a financial commitment to St. 
Elisabeth’s for the coming year. Anne and I have been members of  this Church for close 
to 40 years, so these annual requests have become a regular part of  our planning and 
giving. During that time, there also have been special campaigns, one of  which we are in 
now, to address specific needs of  our two buildings. Obviously, both types of  funds are 
needed to allow us to do God’s work. The special campaigns have a certain appeal, 

because we can clearly visualize what will be done with the money-such as the terrace, the solar panels of  
several years ago, or repaired and safe windows and stone, along with a “loop” to help those with hearing 
aids. (I have a definite interest in that, as of  a few weeks ago!!!)  
 
To help us visualize, a metaphor can also be beneficial. In the case of  our St. Elisabeth’s pledge a metaphor 
could be the body’s circulatory system. This system is not something we think about very often; but, it is 
what keeps us going day-to-day. It brings the nutrients to our body, allowing us to function and to do all that 
we do. Our brain, spirit and heart give us the motivation, the purpose. But, the circulatory system gives us 
the energy, the wherewithal to achieve our goals. In the same way, the annual financial commitment we make 
to St. Elisabeth’s is what allows us as a Church body to thank God, to educate, and to conduct all the work 
we do within and beyond our red doors. I hope we can all consider how vital our annual pledge is to St. 
Elisabeth’s health. 

--Hall and Anne Healy  
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Gratitude, Growing, Giving 
 
As our gratitude tree has been growing, my heart has been filled with the joy 
expressed in the thanksgivings that you are offering.  Gratitude for family, friends, 
changing seasons, new growing opportunities, shared experiences, St. Elisabeth’s 
Church, having your own home and warmth, living in a democracy with a free press 
- all these represent the abundant gifts for which we are grateful.   
 
Our thanksgivings are all about relationships – relationships with each other, with 
those close to us and with those with whom we want to deepen our relationships; 
relationships with our fellow travelers on this earth -  at home, at work, at church, 
in our local community, in our country and in the world.; and especially our 
relationship with God and all creation.  
 

Growing these relationships, going deeper in our faith and having opportunities at St. Elisabeth’s that 
nurture this growth reflect primary desires expressed in our recent CAT survey.   This desire for meaningful 
relationships in which we can grow together and be open to new surprises is displayed week by week in your 
generous and adventurous spirit and the ways that everyone in our parish family reflects love within and 
beyond our doors.  Visitors notice it.  Bishop Lee noted it.  Those whose lives we touch in a myriad of ways 
notice it.  You can just feel the energy! 
 
St. Elisabeth’s is blessed also with your generous giving of your time, talent and treasure to ensure that our 
community thrives and that our ministries flourish, especially during this time of transition.  Kevin, Rich, the 
vestry and I are deeply grateful for the generous ways in which everyone is pitching in to ensure that this 
spirit of gratitude and adventure is alive and growing.  
 
During the month of November we ask you to step up your generosity by pledging to our annual fund and 
increasing your financial support of St. Elisabeth’s.   Our ministries, our worship and music, our education 
and fellowship opportunities, our property, all cost money.  This year, beyond the usual increases in 
maintenance, we will have additional costs related to our search for a new rector, so we need extra help.   
This is our church, our community.  It is up to each of us to ensure that it is strong, that our relationships 
grow with God and each other.  As we enjoy the abundant gifts we have been given, we want to be 
equipped to share this abundance and welcome all into God’s love. 
 
Please read the materials you will be receiving by post and email and participate in the small group 
conversations hosted by the search committee.  Your input makes a difference.  If you have any questions, 
concerns , suggestions, or just want to tell us about something that’s making you happy, please feel free to 
contact Rich or me. 
 

With abundant gratitude and love for each of you, 
--Anne Tuohy, Jr. Warden 

 
 

  



 

4 

 

 
The Search Committee met with Andrea Mysen, 
director of ministries, on Saturday, October 5 to go 
over the Diocesan search process and timeline.  
Bishop Lee, Kevin, our interim rector, and the 
Vestry and Wardens commissioned the committee 
on Sunday, October 13, during the 10:00 am 
service.  The Search Committee met again on the 
evening of October 23 to take a deep look at the 
CAT results.  This thorough examination of the 
CAT data gave the Search Committee more 
information to create the descriptive materials that 
will tell prospective rector candidates our history, 
culture, and goals. 
 
Members of the Search Committee will receive 
instruction on how to lead the small group meeting 
process from Andrea Mysen.  The committee is 
scheduling several opportunities in November for 
parishioners to participate in the small group 
process.  The Search Committee's goal is to provide 
an opportunity for as many parishioners as possible  
 

 
to share their perspectives regarding the search for a 
new rector.  On Sunday, November 10, the 
committee will lead several small group meetings 
during the Adult Forum/Formation time to kick off 
the focus group phase.  The meetings will last about 
75 to 90 minutes.  
 
Please note the dates listed below.  The maximum 
number of participants for each group is eight.  
Participants may either sign up for a session on the 
sheet at the church, or call or email Pam Green to 
request being added to a meeting.  Additional 
groups may be added as needed depending on how 
the dates fill. 
 
Sunday, November 10, 11:30 am:  1 Teen and 1 
Kids' and 2 Adult Sessions 
Monday, November 18, 7:00 pm:  1 Adult 
Sunday, November 24, 4:00 pm:  1 Adult 
 

--Susan Newcomb and Leslie Alter 

 
 
 

 
In May, a couple of years ago at my former church, it was decided that we would no 
longer be using Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS). Since this was the only Christian 
program I had received certification and loved for over 30 years, I found myself examining 
my future and faith. Having been baptized as an adult and always worked with children, I 
chose to help at Sunday school. CGS was my faith formation and thus, a big part of how I 
saw the world. I wondered what my next steps would be. Then I received the call (cell 
phone call) from Jamie, my predecessor, which pointed me to St. Elisabeth’s. I was 
grateful to make a new CGS home. 

 
My first few months, I was aware of the warmth and tradition within the walls of St. E’s, which added 
another layer to the gratefulness of finding a CGS home. There was a bit of looking at the surroundings and 
seeing more aspects of St. E’s. As time went on, I felt more than warmth in the pews and coffee hour. 
There was a brewing of feeling appreciated as a person and the gratefulness got thicker and deeper. Since 
that first year, I have been privileged to laugh with so many of you, struggle with you on issues of racism 
and find so many connections (favorite authors, Japanese culture, ukulele, to name only a few). The 
gratefulness has blossomed into an embrace! I have been humbled to see God’s love soak into all of you, 
here at St. E’s. I believe I would say, I am living in gratitude that God has lead me to this place. 
 

--Leslie Davey  
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When I was eighteen, many of you know that I left the LGBTQ-unfriendly Baptist church I 
grew up in and found my way to the United Methodist Church. After a few months of 
exploring this new place, I knew God was calling me to stay there, and I asked about 
becoming a member. In the classes we had for people seeking membership, we explored 
what it meant to become a member of a parish church, especially looking at the baptismal 

vows and the membership vows that are somewhat unique to the United Methodist Church. I was struck by 
one in particular: “As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in its ministries by your 
prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witness?” Clark, my pastor at the time, said, 
“Remember this vow, friends. This is what faithful stewardship looks like.”  
 

As the years have gone on and I’ve journeyed to many new places in my life, I’ve never forgotten that vow. I 
remember the exact place I was standing in Hope Ridge UMC’s sanctuary when I said, “I will.” Now a 
devoted member of St. Elisabeth’s, I strive to live out that vow at our church – seeking and serving Christ 
and loving all of God’s creation through my prayers, my presence, my gifts, my service, and my witness. 
It’s not something that I take lightly; how I live out my life as a follower of Christ on a daily basis is a 
constant response to those five things. I am far from perfect in my striving toward fulfilling this vow, but I 
continue to learn how to grow as a person of faith, mostly in my being in community with all of you. I look 
around this place and see the ways so many of you dedicate yourself to God and the church of Jesus Christ 
through your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. It inspires me. 
 

In this stewardship season, as your Director of Music, I think about the ways in which our choir members 
give of their presence and talents by sharing the gift of music. They take the time to come to choir 
rehearsals, and to work on music at home, in order that we all might lift up our voices and make a joyful 
noise any time we gather at church for a worship service. I’m thinking about our “guitar guys,” helping to 
lead worship at our outdoor summer services, fearlessly leading us in song and praise outside the walls of 
our church. Because so many of you have given financially to this place, we have been able to hire three 
choral singers over the past few years – Alexa Andrews, Kalina Sawyer, and now Claire Olson. Having these 
Lake Forest College students in our midst has not only brought us beautiful music, but more importantly, 
we’ve been able to welcome them into a community where they can grow in their faith during their college 
years. St. E’s has become a better place because of the witness, presence, and gifts they have shared with us 
as well. Kalina, now in New York, spoke with me just this past week about how her time at St. E’s shaped 
her as she looks to dedicate her life to caring and seeking justice for other children of God.  
 

I know we’re Episcopalians, but I pray that we can all take some time and reflect on that vow I learned from 
my United Methodist days. In what ways is God calling us to grow in our giving and stewardship this year? 
How can our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness make a difference in the life of this community? 
God takes what we offer and uses it to transform the world around us… let us not be afraid to give 
generously back to the God who has gifted us with all the days of our lives. 
 

--In Christ’s Love, Dillon Shipman 
 

 

As of  the end of  October,  
we have received approximately 59% of  the total 

that we should have to date. 

Blessing of  the Pledge Cards will be on  
Sunday, November 24 at the 10:00 AM service. 
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Thursday, 
November 14 
is our next 
assigned date 
for the soup 
kitchen.  We 
will need 
volunteers to 

assist at sack lunch preparation (3:00 PM at St 
Elisabeth’s) and evening meal preparation and 
serving (starting at 500 PM. at First United 
Methodist Church in Evanston).  Please either sign 
up in the hallway at St Elisabeth’s or respond to this 
message.  It is helpful for us to know a bit in 
advance who is coming, so we know whether or not 
to “beat the bushes”. 
 
It was more than 25 years ago that a small team - 
including the Badgers and the Baughmans - began 
this outreach effort.  We are part of an extensive 
undertaking:  the Methodist and six other churches 
in Evanston agreed to serve dinner and provide a  

 
sack lunch to any comer every single day of the 
year, with each such church taking one day of the 
week.  Then some eight area Christian and Jewish 
congregations agreed to work with the Methodist 
Church to cover their 52 Thursdays.  We at St 
Elisabeth’s promise to provide both the food and 
the volunteers for six Thursdays per year. 
 
Living on the north shore can insulate us from the 
trials facing less fortunate individuals.  That 
realization motivated our early teams to seek out 
and join with enthusiasm this food effort.  Since 
then we have served some 17,000 meals and packed 
as many sack lunches.  It was one of St Elisabeth’s 
early efforts to shift our vision beyond our (what 
have since become) red doors. 
 
Please help us keep this outreach effort vital and 
strong now and in the years ahead! 
 

--Chuck Chadd and John Tuohy 

 

 
In this month ending with a dinner full of turkey & 
stuffing (and hopefully a nap), in which we give thanks 
for all that we have, I’d like to get started early and give 
my thanks to all those that have contributed to the Stone 
Sash & Sound Campaign. We’ve accomplished two of the 
four goals: restoring the damaged stucco and painting the 
beautiful Rectory and, more importantly (in my mind), 
increasing our church’s inclusivity with the installation of our Sound Loop System.  
 

With your donations, parishioners and visitors with hearing loss no longer need to strain to hear the words 
from the pulpit or our choir’s beautiful music. With multiple ways to access the Sound Loop, people with 
hearing aids are able to ‘tune in’ the system and hear speakers as if they’re talking next to them.  
 

I’m also thankful for the continued support to the Stone & Sash portions of the campaign in the hope that 
we’ll reach our goals and be able to begin much needed major work next spring & summer.  
 

Switching gears, your crack squad of Building & Grounds Committee members asks you to join them on 
Nov. 9th at 9:30am for Fall Clean Up. No experience or special skills needed. We’ll eat donuts, get the 
Church ready for winter. We realIy could use help this year, as there are many items that will need to be 
tackled.  

Did I mention, there will be donuts. Holy Donuts! -- Peter Wittleder  
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 My first Sunday after accepting the role of  treasurer here at St. Elisabeth’s, Daphne’s 
sermon was about the Parable of  the Talents. 
 

This is a story of  a master who divided his estate between three of  his servants to 
manage prior to departing for a long journey. Upon his return, two of  the servants had 
invested the funds wisely and grown the money. The master rewarded them well. The 
third servant had buried his portion, and although he didn’t loose it, his master felt he 
failed to use it wisely and punished him. Coincidence or not, I couldn’t help but take this passage to heart. 
 

Fortunately, as I learned more about St. E’s financial history and current status, it was clear the church has 
enjoyed wonderful stewardship. Moreover, there was a talented team in place to assist with the transition and 
get me up to speed. 
 

The Parable of  Talents is directly applicable to our church as we have enjoyed the benefits of  a well 
managed Investment portfolio with our Baehr fund. As a reference, about $600,000 has been donated to the 
fund since its inception, but we have pulled over to $1,500,000 from the fund and still have a balance over 
$400,000. That is truly incredible and much thanks is due the previous generations of  treasurers, vestry, and 
legacy trustees. 
 

It’s also applicable indirectly, and more importantly, in that the parishioners of  St. Elisabeth’s have always 
been great stewards of  the church. Rising to the occasion and keeping this wonderful church funded so it 
may carry on its mission. Whether that is finding a way to give more each year to the annual fund or also 
increasing your support of  capital campaigns, the people of  St. E’s and your contributions to its ministry are 
what makes this place so special. 
 

We now face another challenge as the costs of  running our church rise while we simultaneously are faced 
with significant, but required updates. As we begin planning for next year, we all need to think of  what our 
church means to us and decide what kind of  stewards we will be moving forward. 

--Andrew Edelston 
 

------------------------------------------------------cut here----------------------------------------------------------- 

Christmas Flowers and Music 
I WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO: 

 

$__________ to Christmas Flowers 
 

$__________to Christmas Music 
Please Print Legibly 

 
In memory of: ________________________________________________________ 

In Thanksgiving for: ___________________________________________________ 

In Honor of: _________________________________________________________ 

Given by: ____________________________________________________________ 

Please Note: Please return this form with your donations check to the church office  
no later than Friday, December 13 to ensure that your tribute is listed in the Christmas bulletin.   

Put “Christmas Flowers and Music” in the memo line of your check.   Thank you.  
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The St. E. Book Group is taking November off and will reconvene December 10 in the parish living room 
at its usual time10:00 am.  The December discussion will focus on “Distributive Justice,” a paper written by 
John Rawls, who is considered one of the preeminent political philosophers in United States’ history. The 
selection can be found in Great Conversations 2, an anthology published by The Great Books Foundation.  In 
this selection, the author deals with how a society can fairly distribute rights, resources, and responsibilities 
to its members.  A loaner copy of the book is available in the office. Questions? Contact Joyce Newcomb at 
847-234-6532 or JoyceRnewcomb@gmail.com 

--Joyce Newcomb 
 
 
 

 
Come One, Come All to join in a wonderful St. Elisabeth’s holiday 
tradition of  making Advent wreaths. This year we’ll be gathering after 
the 10:00 AM service on November 24. Children and adults can work 
together to create beautiful wreaths to be used in your homes during 
the season of  Advent and on into Christmas. There will also be the 
opportunity to help create Advent wreaths for those who cannot be 
with us.  We’ll supply all materials for the wreaths – candles, a lush 
array of  evergreen cuttings, clear plastic bowls with flower foam that 
will keep greens wet throughout the season, and a brief  guide to 
observing Advent.  
We request that you donate $20 for each wreath and please remember 
to bring clippers if  you have them.  There will be a sign up sheet on 

the Bulletin Board in the hall, or contact Pam in the office. 
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Regular Weekly Schedule 
 

Sundays 
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Chapel) 
9:45 AM Catechesis for age 3 – Grade 6 
9:45 AM Nursery care available (first floor) 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Church) 
11:00 AM Coffee Hour 
11:20 AM 2nd & 4th Sundays: Education for All 

 
Mondays 
7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop #28 
8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 
Tuesdays 
7:30-8:30 AM Hometown Coffee Office Hour 
8:30-9:30 AM Lectionary Study  

Special Events 
 

Friday, November 1 
 6:30 PM All Saints’ Prep & Film 
 

Saturday, November 9 
 Buildings & Grounds Clean-Up Day 
 

Thursday, November 14 
 Soup Kitchen 
 

Sunday, November 17 
 Confirmands Sunday 
 11:20 AM Eyes on Worship: Advent 
 

Tuesday, November 19 
 7:15 PM Vestry Meeting  
 

Sunday, November 24 
 Ingathering/Blessing of the Pledge Cards 
 11:20 AM Advent Wreath Making 
 Daylight Savings Time 
 7:00 pm Glencoe Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
  at North Shore United Methodist Church 
 

 

 

www.steglencoe.org 

 

 

 

 


