
 

1 

 
 

 
It is New Year’s Eve. Two priests – 
one Catholic and one Protestant - 
are on a cruise ship. People are 
dressed to the nines. They gather in 
the ballroom to celebrate, to 
welcome the New Year. Hope is in 
the air, the possibility of a fresh 
start, a new beginning. This longing 
permeates the festive atmosphere. 
Food is spilling off of plates. Drink 
from the champagne bottles are flowing freely. 
And the dance floor is full of people clinging on 
to each other and clinging on to the promises of 
tomorrow. Streamers fill the air and noisemakers 
erupt spontaneously throughout the ballroom. A 
singer is performing a fatalistic tune, crooning 
“there’s got to be a morning after.” 
 
There is a rumble. A shaking below the feet. The 
captain of the ship is called to the bridge. He 
looks through his binoculars, towards the full 
moon, reflected on the sea. Fear grips his body.  
Anxiety paralyzes his soul. He knows he needs to 
make some quick decisions. There is an 
unexpected, violent wall of water on the horizon, 
making its way towards the doomed cruise liner. 
 
At midnight, without warning, a forty-foot high 
tidal wave, crashes into the S.S. Poseidon, turning 
it upside down. The ballroom of revelers that was 
once above water, is now beneath the surface. 
The bottom of the boat, that was once beneath 
everybody’s feet, is now above their heads. It is 
just barely New Year’s Day. Two priests – one 
Catholic and one Protestant – are on an upside-
down cruise ship. 
 
The movie The Poseidon Adventure was brought 
to the big screen by disaster film guru – 

producer/director Irwin Allen. It 
debuted in 1971 to rave reviews. It 
was nominated for eight academy 
awards and won a special Oscar for 
visual effects. Actor Arthur 
O’Connell portrays the Catholic 
Priest, Father John. Actor Gene 
Hackman portrays the Protestant 
pastor, The Rev. Frank Scott. These 
two spiritual characters represent the 

age-old theological debate of faith versus works. 
What does God require of me? How am I 
supposed to get from here to there? What do we 
do during this time in-between? 
 
Earlier that day, prior to the Poseidon’s capsizing, 
Gene Hackman’s character, Pastor Frank Scott, 
delivers a sermon on the deck of the ship. He 
proclaims to the people that you, “could wear off 
your knees, praying to God, for heat in February. 
And icicles would grow from your upraised 
palms. If you're freezing,” says the Rev. Scott, 
“you burn the furniture, you get up off of your 
knees.” The sermon continues, “Therefore, don't 
pray to God to solve your problems. Pray to that 
part of God within you. Have the guts to fight for 
yourself. God wants brave souls. He wants 
winners, not quitters. If you cannot win, at least 
try to win. God loves people who try. Resolve to 
let God know that you have the guts to do it 
alone! Resolve to fight for yourselves and for 
others, and for those you love. That part of God 
within you will be fighting with you, all the way.” 
 
After the sermon, the Catholic Priest Father John 
challenges Pastor Scott, calling the sermon 
somewhat unorthodox. “But realistic,” Pastor 
Scott replies, adding that, “the church is for more 
than prayer.”  
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After the boat has been hit by the forty-foot tidal 
wave and turned completely upside down, the 
passengers who survived the capsize try to discern 
what to do next.  Should they wait in the ballroom 
for help to arrive or should they start to make 
their way upward, above the surface, through the 
bowels of the ship? 
I believe the interim time, the time in-between, is 
an exciting time. It is a time to explore, to try out 
new things and to claim with confidence the 
mission and ministry of St. Elisabeth’s. It is a time 
to climb, to stretch, to remember, to imagine and 
to act.  
 
As the Gospels tell it, Jesus was always on a 
journey. He seemed comfortable ministering 
during the time of the in-between. He taught. He 
questioned. He fed. He healed. He celebrated 
people then he called on them to journey with 
him. After Jesus was put to death on the cross, 
God held up a resurrected Jesus as a powerful 
symbol that we live during the in-between. We are 
on the journey together to meet that resurrected 
Jesus on the road. But during this in-between 
time, we are asked to reflect upon and celebrate 
all that we do to be God’s people in the world. 
How do we take care of each other? How do we 
take care of our neighbors? Am I a good steward 
of all God has given me? Do I respond 
generously or do I act in fear? The time in-
between is the perfect time to examine all of these 
questions. 
 
 As a follower of Jesus, I struggle with Paul. His 
conversion is a curiosity. His ministry and 
community organizing skills provide inspiration. 
He was a lover and teacher of the law. He knew 
the Hebrew Scriptures better than most. And yet, 
he was stuck in judgement. He wasn’t moving 
anywhere. His faith and beliefs had become rigid. 
God saw an opportunity. So, while Paul was 
traveling on the road to Damascus, God knocked 
Paul down to the ground. His head hit the mud 
and he was blinded by the impact. I think Paul’s 
three days of blindness was his in-between. Not 
that we are blind! But we are in the already, not 
yet. The time in-between.  
 

The interim time is a time of conversion. It is 
within this wonderful but scary time of 
vulnerability that we can listen and hear God’s call 
the most. It is during this “conversion” time that 
we seek wisdom from the past, examine the 
present and plan with creativity and imagination 
the future. This is what Paul calls the already/not 
yet. The time in-between. 
 
In The Poseidon Adventure, the passengers are in 
between the ocean below and the hull above. 
Pastor Scott, played by Gene Hackman, decides 
that the only way out is up through the bottom of 
the ship. A toppled Christmas tree is put in place 
to begin the climb up out of the ballroom. Father 
John is not going to leave the people who have 
chosen to stay in the ballroom.  
 
Pastor Scott talks to Father John. “Maybe by 
climbing up we can save ourselves.” Father John 
responds, “In your sermon, you spoke only for 
the strong.” Pastor Scott replies, “I'm asking you 
to be strong. Come with us.” Father John says, “I 
can't leave these people. I know l can't save them. 
I suspect we'll die, but I can't leave them. They 
don't want to go.” Pastor Scott, a little impatient 
with the Father John responds, “ They've chosen 
to stay. Why should you? What good's your life 
then? What's it all been for?” Father John replies, 
“I have no other choice.” 
 
A frustrated Pastor Scott, says goodbye to the 
Priest, saying that he is not going to give up. 
Pastor Scott shakes the hand of the chaplain, then 
begins his climb upwards through the Christmas 
tree.  A small but determined crew has decided 
not to sit and wait, but to climb their way out of 
hell upside down. 
 
The Poseidon Adventure was the first movie I 
ever saw that scared the living daylights out of 
me. I wondered what I would do if I was stuck in 
the middle of an upside-down ocean liner. Would 
I sit and wait to be rescued? Would I climb up the 
Christmas tree, working my way out of hell, 
towards the world I knew was sitting above the 
surface? I hoped I would act. I hope I had the 
courage and the enthusiasm to take the journey. 
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In my daydreams, I would put my family and 
friends on the ocean liner and try to decide who 
would do what. Who could make it through this 
part of the ship?  Who would not be able to climb 
that ladder in the boiler room?  Which friend 
would sacrifice his life to turn off hot steam so 
that others could pass through to safety? 
 
And before everything changed in that ballroom 
on that fatalistic New Year’s Eve, there was a 
singer crooning about the morning after. Her 
brother accompanied her on guitar. 
 
“There's got to be a morning after if we can hold 
on through the night. We have a chance to find 
the sunshine. Let's keep on looking for the light. 

Can't you see the morning after? It's waiting right 
outside the storm. Why don't we cross the bridge 
together and find a place that's safe and warm? 
It's not too late, we should be giving. Only with 
love can we climb. It's not too late, not while 
we're living. Let's put our hands out in time. 
There's got to be a morning after. We're moving 
closer to the shore. I know we'll be there by 
tomorrow. And we'll escape the darkness. We 
won't be searching anymore. Can't you see the 
morning after?” (Al Kasha / Joel Hirschhorn) 
 
Already, not yet. The time in-between. 
 
The Rev. Kevin M. Goodman, interim rector 

 

A New Chapter 
 
What a difference six months makes.  That's how 
long it's been since our rector of 14 years 
announced her leave, and I was 
getting trained up on how to 
manage through a transition.  Since 
then, we've been on fire.  A big 
review of our CAT results showed 
we are in the 98th percentile in 
terms of being the most energized, 
unified, and engaged of any 
congregation.  The wonderfully 
talented Kevin Goodman has joined us as our 
Interim Rector.  As of last week, we now have a 
fully formed Search Committee to begin the search 
for our permanent Rector (see article within this 
newsletter).  And more behind the scenes, the 
church is buzzing with activity.  The Rectory has a 
brand new stucco exterior, ready for move-in for 
our future Rector.  Our Family Promise mission has 
new life under the leadership of Lauren Edelston, 
Carrie Miller-Mygatt, and Robert Fischer.  The 
Montessori School has a new extended classroom 
area in the basement (formerly a defunct and rusted 

out kitchen).  The sanctuary has a new Sound Loop 
system for the hearing impaired.  Polly Baur has 
agreed to step up and lead our Altar Guild, and 
because they are apparently a family of over-

achievers, Jim Baur has also jumped in 
and joined the B&G committee to help 
fill in for some of the areas that Jason 
Cody used to handle.  There's a lot more 
in progress, and even more ideas that 
seem to flow continuously from our 
beehive brain that thrives on change and 
trying new things. 
 

This makes me grateful.  You never know what's 
going to happen in a transition.  In my work life, I 
always see people's true colors emerge when the 
business is down or going through big change.  You 
really know a culture and the health of your team 
when times are most challenging.  Six months into 
our transition, its pretty clear where we stand: 
incredibly committed, faithful, excited. 
 
Go team! 
 

--Rich Lesperance, Sr. Warden 
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Dear St. Elisabeth’s, 

 

I write this from Rabat, Morocco in the “salon” of the 

furnished apartment that Jason and I have rented for the 

year.  We have been in this place for a week, after 

spending nearly six weeks in transition moving out of 

the rectory, then traveling for fun, and finally in 

Fulbright orientation.  I feel very far from home, and 

very far from you and everything familiar. I feel a mix 

of excitement, grief, bewilderment, and let-down— par 

for the course with such a big change. 

 

God is present here. The Muslim call to prayer all 

throughout the day reminds me to stop and give thanks 

for this opportunity.  It’s really stretching me. 

 

I want mostly to thank you, dear St. Elisabeth’s 

community, on behalf of my family too, for the 

wonderful send-off you gave me and us. The financial gift was particularly generous, and it has taken 

off the pressure with the costs of storing our belongings for the year.  During June and July I felt 

surrounded with love.  Some of you mentioned things I did that you appreciated over the years that I 

didn’t even know anyone noticed. And that felt awesome. 

 

The first task in a rector transition is to give a “good goodbye” to the outgoing rector and her family. 

And believe me, you gave me not just a good goodbye, but a great one!  Thank you to everyone who 

organized things, did food, adopted plants, hosted gatherings, filled gaps, and who offered gifts, 

speeches, poetry, music, prayers, and blessings.  All these helped buoy us as we started into these next 

challenges. 

 

Those of you on the vestry and staff did an amazing job of carrying forth with mission and ministry 

during May, June, and July even as things began to feel uncertain. I am particularly grateful to the 

wardens.  Among the dozen former wardens who served with me, some sent notes, some made efforts to 

come great distances to send me off, and some let us stay in their house during the move.  The 

immediate past warden Glenna Foley was part of the warden team that helped craft the transition plan. 

And my deepest gratitude goes, as I’m sure yours does, to Rich Lesperance and Anne Tuohy - the 

current wardens.  They have embraced their role with faith and grace. They have rolled up their sleeves 

and led practically and spiritually. 

 

I am very excited to learn that Susan Newcomb and Leslie Alter have agreed to co-chair the rector 

search committee and that Kevin Goodman will be your interim rector. These three people bring so 

many gifts and skills to the task.  They, and all of you, will continue in my prayers. 

 

Again, my deepest gratitude for a wonderful send-off, 

 

--Daphne+  

Daphne Cody, two blocks from her apartment with 
Jason, in front the mausoleum of Kings Mohammed 
V and Hassan II (the current king’s grandfather 
and father), Rabat, Morocco, September 24 
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This year of “in between time” at St. Elisabeth’s we have a special opportunity to consider all the things we 
love about being part of this community.  We are taking extra time to reflect on our mission of “sharing an 
adventurous spirit and a commitment to radiate God’s love within and beyond our red doors.”  We are 
considering how we can deepen our relationship with God and each other in possibly new ways.  We are 
looking at the challenges of those who are hurting and suffering and opportunities for extending our 
responses.  We are rejoicing that we have a strong foundation on which to build and a community of people 
of all ages with multiple and diverse gifts to share. 
 
Every year during October and early November we talk about annual giving and how our contributions 
support the vitality of our community and our ministry.  That is a very necessary topic that we will address 
in coming weeks.   
 
Since this is a special time, however, I invite you first to join me in an activity that our St. Elisabeth’s 
children undertook a few years ago.  Our theme for the fall was thanksgiving, generosity, and giving to 
others.  We made a commitment to each other that every day we would try to write down at least one thing 
for which we were thankful that day.  Then we brought them to church on Sunday to share with each other 
and to post on leaves that were added to a bare tree.  After a couple of weeks, we added daily notes on 
something we had each done to make another person thankful.  Throughout we read stories of ways Jesus 
helped his followers learn about thanksgiving and sharing with others and how that shaped the ways they 
related to other people. Some days we forgot to write down our thoughts or some Sundays one or another 
wasn’t present, but by November we had created a beautiful tree of multi colored leaves and realized just 
how abundant our thanksgivings are and how much easier it was to talk about what makes us grateful and 
how we can offer our thanks to God in both our prayers and our actions.  As some of the children shared 
their thanksgiving prayers with family members, they discovered they were good at teaching others!   
 
Whatever your age, I invite you to participate this season in collecting lists of what is making you thankful.  
You can use different colored sticky notes each day or make a list on any kind of paper.  When you feel 
comfortable sharing these, talk about them with others.  Ask one of our children if you need help.  Each 
Sunday, bring your thanksgivings, or one thanksgiving, to add to our offering collection as we celebrate 
Eucharist – another word for Thanksgiving.  I’m sure we will have an abundant display of gratitude.  Maybe 
this will even become a household ritual. 
 
At its heart, good stewardship is an expression of our gratitude to God for all 
that we have been given - our lives, our relationships, the earth we inhabit, the 
opportunities that have allowed us to become who we are and to be in this 
place.    
 
Stewardship is a spiritual issue; it’s about our relationship with God and one 
another.  It’s about how we care for all of God’s creation, how we use our gifts 
of time, talent and money to heal the world and share the good news and 
example of Jesus’ love and ministry.  It’s about how we pass on to our children 
and generations to come this good news and our continuing thanksgiving for 
our abundant life. 
 

--Anne Tuohy, Junior Warden 
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As we move into Fall, our educational forum series begins again.  Up this month: 

 October 13 – Conversation with Bishop Lee – Growth, Vitality and Changes 

 October 27 – My formative story with God 
Our Educational Forums gather on the second and fourth Sundays of the month 
 

--The Rev. Kevin M. Goodman, interim rector 
 

 
Please, plan on attending one of the 
small group discussions we will be 
hosting in November.  We hope you 
will come and share your thoughts 
with the Rector Search Committee as 
we want your input on who we are as 
a congregation and what we are 
seeking in our next rector. This 
information will help us post the 
position properly in the national 
database.  Watch for dates and reach 
out to Leslie Alter 
[lalter@gmail.com/312-315-9900]  
or Susan Newcomb 
[srnewcomb@comcast.net 
/312-752-7651] with any questions. 
 

 
What is the place of individual freedom within the confines of political and economic 
laws that govern society?  Interested in discussing the compelling ideas that great 
literature explores? Considering joining St. E.’s Book Group.  On October 8. the group 
will meet in the parish living room at 10:00 AM to debate the themes of economic life 
and political justice as presented by Fredrich Hayek in “Planning and Democrac”y.  The 
selection is the 5thchapter in his acclaimed book, The Road to Serfdom, written in 1944.  
Hayek was awarded the Nobel Prize for Economics in 1974 and is considered to be one 
of the most influential economists of the 20th century.  This 5th chapter is included in 
the Great Books Foundation’s anthology, Great Conversations 2. A loaner copy is 
available in the office.  
 
St. E's Book Group meets at 10 am on the second Tuesday of the month unless otherwise announced. 
Based on the Great Books Foundation methodology of Shared Inquiry, the discussion centers on 
interpretive questions that have more than one plausible answer and which can lead to engaging and 
insightful conversations about the text.  Questions? Contact Joyce Newcomb at 847-234-6532 or 
grandnewks@aol.com. 

--Joyce Newcomb 

On Sunday, Sept. 22nd, Senior Rector Rich Lesperance introduced the 
newly-formed Rector Search Committee. Pictured above (below?) is Tasker 
Generes, Rich Lesperance, Kay Rossiter, Carla Arnell, Susan Newcomb, 
Hall Healy, Leslie Alter, Carrie Miller-Mygatt and Adrienne 
Zimmerman. 
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Seventeen people pictured to 
the right, attended The St. 
Elisabeth's Legacy Society 
annual dinner on September 15 
at Skokie Country Club. This 
group included Nancy Wittleder 
a new Society member and our 
new interim rector Kevin 
Goodman.  
 
Please consider becoming a 
member of this worthy group.  
Membership requires adding St. 
Elisabeth Church or The Baehr 
Legacy Fund as one of the beneficiaries of your estate or other investment vehicle.  If you want more 
information, contact Glenna Foley, glennafoley@comcast.net. 
 

--Glenna Foley, chair of The Baehr Legacy Fund trustees 
 

 
We were pleased to serve some 80 diners on Thursday, September 12 - a 
bigger crowd than in recent months.  What does that mean?  Thanks to 
volunteers: Libby Hinds, Anne Healy, Carla Arnell, Linda Illes (sack lunch 
packers); Anne Tuohy (gumbo cooking);  Phil Miller, Lauren and Ryder 
Edelston, Cody Cook and Dillon Shipman, Bridget Zimmerman, Brody 
Mygatt, Cole Passen, Sapna Mukherjee and Ro and Bryn (Montessori 
family), and Chris Spence and 4 teens (from Family Matters Chicago).  All in 
all an enthusiastic group - especially fun seeing 5 energetic youngsters 
enjoying the effort and the company! 

 
Next assigned date: Thursday, November 14 - mark your calendars! 

 
John Tuohy and Chuck Chadd 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As of  the end of  September.  We have received 
approximately 67% of  the total that we should 
have to date.  If  you have any questions, please 
contact Andrew Edelston, Treasurer at 
andrewedelston@gmail.com. 

--Andrew Edelston 
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Celebrate the beauty of God’s creation by recognizing the 
ministry of St. Francis of Assisi!   A blessing of Our Animal 
Companions will take place on our chapel terrace on Sunday, 
October 6, 2018 at 12:00 noon.   Pick up your dog! Bring your 
cat! Gather up your snake and join us for this wonderfully 
celebratory 15-minute blessing with prayer and song. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
One of the major efforts of the Stone, Sash & Sound campaign is the installation 
of this state of the art assist to hearing challenged individuals.  Our sanctuary and 
choir is now set with this device.  I personally have used it and found it to be 
terrific.  Many churches, theaters and other organizations have gone this route 
(including Writers Theater in Glencoe).  Although the device is already up and 
running at St Elisabeth’s, on October 6, following the 10:00 AM. service, we will 
welcome the installers for a presentation on the use and opportunities presented.   
So if you are currently using hearing aids, or contemplate that you might at some 
point, or are just plain interested in this new technology, please plan to join us on 
that date.  
 
                                                                                                     --John Tuohy 
 
 

 
Bring your read newspapers to the church, deposit them in the 
designated receptacle in the cloak room by the living room.  Better 
than trashing them, even better than recycling them.  They will be 
transported to Orphans of the Storm, a no-kill animal kennel, to be 
used as loving floor covering for the dogs’ (and cats’) pens. 
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Regular Weekly Schedule 
 
Sundays 
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Chapel) 
9:45 AM Catechesis for age 3 – Grade 6 
9:45 AM Nursery care available (first floor) 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Church) 
11:00 AM Coffee Hour 
11:20 AM 2nd & 4th Sundays: Education for All 
 
Mondays 
8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 
Tuesdays 
7:30-8:30 AM Hometown Coffee Office Hour 
8:30-9:30 AM Lectionary Study  
7:30 PM Boy Scout Troop #28 
 

Special Events 
 
Sunday, October 6 
 11:20 PM Sound Loop Presentation 
 12:00 PM Pet Blessing on the Terrace 
  

Tuesday, October 8 
 7:15 PM Vestry Meeting  
 

Sunday, October 13 
 Bishop Lee’s Official Visit 
 No Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
 

Saturday, October 19 
 7:00 PM Benefit for Family Promise in Wilmette 
 

Sunday, October 20 
 Deadline for Voice Articles.   
 

Sunday, October 27 
 9:00 AM Acolyte breakfast with Kevin 
 

 

 

www.steglencoe.org 

 

 

 


