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Welcome to a new season at St. Elisabeth’s!   
 
Our fall calendar is full of new 
opportunities, and I encourage 
everyone to participate and share 
your comments and hopes as we 
look to the future of our parish. 
Below are some highlights. 
 
A special welcome to our Interim 
Rector, Kevin Goodman, who 
brings many skills, experiences and 
an adventurous spirit that 
complement our mission and our parishioners. 
Please be sure to be present on September 22 
when we will officially welcome Kevin and have a 
special after-church celebration for everyone of all 
ages to enjoy.  Kevin wants to get to know each 
of us and will welcome your introducing yourself 
and sharing your story and your thoughts.  Please 
feel free to drop by the office to say hello or drop 
in on Tuesday morning at Hometown Coffee.  
Read Kevin’s letter to the congregation on page 2. 
 
Sunday, September 15 will be a vitally important 
day to participate.  Our diocesan mentor, Andrea 
Mysen, will be at St. Elisabeth’s to walk us 
through the results of the self assessment we did 
in early June.  Come learn what we have said 

 
 
 

about ourselves and our priorities for 
now and for the future.  Your 
questions and comments will 
provide important information to 
the vestry and search committee as 
we begin our interim period and the 
search for a new rector.  Lunch will 
be provided. 
 
We welcome Leslie Alter and Susan 
Newcomb as co-chairs of our Search 

Committee.  The vestry will be inviting people to 
serve with Leslie and Susan on the Search 
Committee and we encourage you to submit 
names for possible inclusion by September 8th so 
they can be considered.  Our hope is to have a 
team that represents the diversity of age, gender 
and skills in our congregation. 
 
As we move through these closing days of 
summer into fall, I hope you will begin thinking 
about how you tell the story of St. Elisabeth’s to 
others.  What do you want our Interim Rector to 
know about us?  What are some of your favorite 
memories and experiences that you want to share?  
What messages are we giving through our 
worship, our fellowship, our building, our signage, 
our ministries, social media, our website?   All of 
our stories, combined with our assessment of the 
parish and information the search committee will 
be gathering, will paint a picture of this 
community of Followers of Jesus and will help us 
discern the kind of ordained leadership we want 
to share our adventure into the future. 
 

 (continued on pg. 7) 
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I am overjoyed to be called to St. Elisabeth's as your interim rector. During 
this transitional time I will work with all of you, identifying passions and 
gifts for the purpose of ministry. History and story are celebrated and 
opportunities to deepen spirituality through worship and practice are 
encouraged. Impediments to congregational vitality are identified and 
addressed so that when the new rector arrives the congregation can 
welcome them, prepared and energized to do the work God is calling St. 
Elisabeth's to do.  
 
Serving on a Search Committee is challenging work. Many, many years ago, 

I was chair of the Search Committee when our beloved rector of 27 years, the only priest I had ever known, 
announced his retirement. I am from New Orleans, the city of great coffee, delicious food, the Saints, Drew 
Brees, and the birthplace of Jazz. I grew up at All Saints' River Ridge, an Episcopal Church on the levee, up 
the river from the French Quarter. Growing up, All Saints' was a place where difference was accepted, 
honesty was expected, and the celebration of the sacraments were mixed in with the expectation of good 
gumbo. As a member of the Search Committee, our work was confidential. We continuously updated the 
congregation regarding our progress and appreciated the congregation's input, prayers, and support. The 
interim was instrumental in calling the people together generating valuable and important information for 
the Search Committee to do its work. I am imagining that this experience will be similar for all of us as I 
work with you during this transitional time. 
 
Sacred story is important to me. I believe through writing and examining story, we discover how God is 
active and working in our lives. I have spent most of my life examining my story within the context of Holy 
Scripture studying how these two intersect informing my journey with God within the Church. Telling my 
story, telling our story, is an effective way for us to discern together the call to action in the present. 
 
Prior to accepting the call to ordained ministry, I told stories 
through television and film. I worked as a TV 
Producer/Director working on documentaries, dramas, 
short subjects and installations. I also worked as a 
videographer on numerous projects and occasionally 
directed live television broadcasts. I studied at Loyola 
University New Orleans earning a B.A. in Communications 
with a minor in Chinese Studies. At Loyola, I studied Zen 
with the The Rev. Ben Wren, S.J. Through his Christian 
approach to the Buddhist discipline of meditation, I learned 
to pray, to sit, to listen, then to act. I spent my junior year in 
Xi'an, The People's Republic of China, where I studied 
Chinese language and culture. 
 
In 2001, I left New Orleans to pursue ordination studying at The General Theological Seminary in New 
York City. I did my seminarian field placement at St. Luke in the Fields where I developed a passion for 
working with homeless youth and serving people living and dying with HIV/AIDS. After being ordained in 
Chicago, I worked with The Night Ministry on the Youth Outreach Team (YOT) building community with 
homeless youth residing on the streets in Lake View. 
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(continued on pg. 3) 
(continued from pg.2) 

I was called to serve as curate at All Saints' Chicago 
where I was program director for Ravenswood 
Community Services (RCS), an agency of Episcopal 
Charities and Community Services. RCS is the non-
profit All Saints' established as the church's hunger 
and poverty relief outreach ministry to neighbors in 
Uptown and Ravenswood. Through RCS, I had the 
opportunity to work with an incredible group of 
volunteers, feeding the homeless and the working 
poor, supporting school-based health care centers, 
and establishing mentoring programs at 
neighborhood schools. 
 
At St. James Cathedral, I served as the Associate 

Dean. I was responsible for congregational growth, development and formation. I convened the Parish 
Council and worked with the Dean to empower leaders to minister to each other in order to change the 
world. I served as Associate Rector for Children's Ministries at St. Chrysostom's Chicago. Concurrently, I 
worked with the headmistress of St. Chrysostom's Day School as Day School Chaplain. Weekly, I developed 
and led nine in-class chapels and one monthly all-school chapel for students, parents and care-givers. When 
called to St. Elisabeth's, I was serving at St. Matthew's Evanston as Associate Rector. 
 
I love Walt Disney World, monorails, film and Kate Bush. I have been a mentor for Education for Ministry 
(EfM) since 1989 and serve as a trainer to EfM mentors in the United States and Canada. I am married to 
Anton Pulung Goodman, a pastry chef for Sofitel. We met at Disney World and have been together for 20 
years. We live in Edgewater with our dog Tucker. 
 

--The Rev. Kevin M. Goodman 
 
 
 
 

 
Come hear the CAT!  Sunday, September 15 after the 10:00 AM service we will 
have great food and a facilitated readout of our CAT survey results from Andrea 
Mysen, our resident expert from the Diocese of Chicago.  As a reminder CAT 
stands for Church Assessment Tool and its gives us a fascinating and revealing 
look at what we value the most at St. Elisabeth's and where we want to go 
together. 
 
 

--Sr. Warden, Rich Lesperance 
--Jr. Warden, Anne Tuohy 
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Susan Newcomb and Leslie Alter have been announced as the Co-Chairs of 
the Search Committee.  The vestry will appoint the rest of the search 
committee in September.  We encourage members of the congregation to 
recommend potential people to serve on this committee!  Ideally committee 
members will reflect a diversity of age, gender and skills.  Nominate yourself 
or another church member by contacting Senior Warden Rich Lesperance 
(richltx@yahoo.com, 804-201-7815) or Junior Warden Anne Tuohy 

(atouhy@aol.com, 847-477-3710). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

It has been a summer of much 
rest, giving much needed TLC to 
my herniated disk issues.  While I 
was unable to make the drive to 
Glencoe very often, I spent many 
hours reflecting on our beautiful 
children and the upcoming 
Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd journey for 2019-2020.  The few events 
that I was able to attend nourished me and helped 
me keep our youth foremost in my heart.  The 
confirmation celebration of Lizzie and Duke was 
just what I needed to reflect on my own 
commitment to our faith and my love for the 
Episcopal Church.  Saying goodbye to the Cody 
family brought to mind the legacy they left us to 
welcome and embrace all peoples.  And at a non-
church function, I had a chance to connect in a 
small way with John Arnell, who I only knew as 
Zuzu’s big brother.  We attended a ukulele event 
this summer and my joy at seeing him in the crowd 
reminded me of my much loved church family.

 
 
This year, the older children will reflect upon the 
Plan of God from the beginning of time to the 
present, honoring the people who have built 
cultures and civilizations throughout time.  The 
younger ones will focus on the Good Shepherd and 
its foundation in the Eucharist.  
 
The atrium, as we call the Sunday School 
environment, will open on the Sunday following 
Labor Day, September 8.  Please drop your children 
off before you head to church.  As for those who 
have children under age three, we ask that we 
transition them to the program as soon as they turn 
three.  Thus, if your child is two and is turning three 
in October, we will begin them in the program then. 
 

 
 

--Looking forward to the journey! 
Leslie Davey 

  

Susan Newcomb Leslie Alter 
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It has been so wonderful to hear the beautiful 
singing coming from the nave on Sunday mornings. 
While the choir has been on their “Summer 
Sabbath,” I have appreciated those of you in the 
congregation who have continued to lift up your 
voice and make a joyful noise! 
 
I have enjoyed teaching many new songs for our 
gathering music during the summer that we will 
continue to use. As we find ourselves soon arriving 
at the fall season, I am very excited that the choir 
will be returning to help lead worship. We will begin 
rehearsing on Sunday, September 8 at 8:45am, and 
will rejoin the 10:00am service on Sunday, 
September 15, after our regular and ongoing 
8:45am rehearsal. If you are interested in joining our 
“small, but mighty” group and haven’t spoken to 
me yet, please let me know. Several choir members 
have moved away this summer, so we are going to 
need some new singers to help fill the choir pews! 
We’d love for you to join us in any capacity that you 
can, even if it can’t be every week. 
 
 
 

 

 
I am always looking for instrumentalists to help us 
enhance worship. If you have told me about a talent 
you have, don’t worry – I haven’t forgotten about 
you. If you have somehow been hiding in the nooks 
and crannies and I haven’t heard of your musical 
ability, please let me know if you’d like to be 
involved.  
 
Musicians at St. E’s always have a great time getting 
to help lead worship at our church, and I can 
promise you that our rehearsals are a blast. Come 
and see what we’re all about! 
 

--Blessings,  
Dillon Shipman 

 
 

 
 
One of the major efforts of the Stone, Sash & Sound campaign is the 
installation of this state of the art assist to hearing challenged individuals.  
Our entire sanctuary is now set with this device.  I personally have used it 
(yes, I have hearing aids) and found it to be terrific.  Many churches, theaters 
and other organizations have gone this route (including Writers Theater in 
Glencoe).  Although the device is already up and running at St Elisabeth’s 
(and I am happy to discuss it with anyone), on October 6, following the 
10:00 AM. service, we will welcome the installers for a presentation on the 
use and opportunities presented.   So if you are currently using hearing aids, 
or contemplate that you might, or are just plain interested in this new 
technology, please plan to join us on that date.  There will be a follow-up 
reminder in the October Voice. 
 

--John Tuohy 
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Greetings from your B & G Committee. It has been a great summer and the ‘Stone, Sash & Sound’ 
Campaign is moving along.  
 
The Sound Loop allowing parishioners to dial in their hearing aids to the audio broadcast by the 
microphones used at the pulpit, lectern and altar has been installed.  Please see the Sound Loop article on 
page 5. 
 
After the Cody’s left for their adventures, work commenced on the stucco repair & painting of the Rectory. 
Please take a look when you go by, we think it is looking very nice.  
 
On the two biggest components of the campaign, we hope to begin portions of the stone work this summer 
and fall; with tuck pointing happening all around the Church. 
 
Finally, beginning next year when all of the Stone work is complete, we hope to begin the Sash work, 
restoring the frames & windows of all the Church & Chapel’s beautiful stained glass.  
 
Once this work is done, we think we’ll have a stronger and healthier Church building as we move into a new 
decade.  
 

--Thanks, 
Pete Wittleder 

 
 
 

 
 

The St. Elisabeth’s Legacy Society annual 
membership dinner will be held on September 15 
at the Skokie Country Club.  Members are those 
parishioners who have joined the Society by 
providing evidence that they have made The 
Baehr Legacy Fund or St. Elisabeth’s Church as 
one of the beneficiaries of their estate or other 
financial instrument.  You can join at any time but 
if you do now you can enjoy the dinner this year 
with other members.  Contact Glenna Foley for 
more information (glennafoley@comcast.net,   
847-482-0399). 
 

--Glenna Foley 
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Join a lively discussion about a horrifying book! St. E’s Book 
Group will reconvene after the summer break on Tuesday 
September 10 at 10:00 AM in the parish living room to discuss 
Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein; Or the Modern Prometheus. First 
published in 1818, the novel began the science fiction genre and 
raises this question: Was it wrong for the young scientist 
Frankenstein to delve into the origin of life?  Part of the Great 
Books Foundation’s anthology series, Great Conversations, 
Frankenstein promotes an open exchange of ideas about the 
human condition. Questions? Contact Joyce Newcomb 
(JoyceRnewcomb@gmail.com, 224-628-2041). 
 

--Joyce Newcomb  
 

 
 

 
 
Thursday, September 12 is our next assigned date.  We need your help!  
Come and make sack lunches at St Elisabeth’s at 3:00 PM and/or prepare 
and serve dinner, starting at 5 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church 
in Evanston.  We aim to serve up to 100 diners, and “many hands make 
light work”, so do join in!  The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board at 
St Elisabeth’s, or let John Tuohy know that you will be joining us.  
(JohnLTuohy62@gmail.com, 847-530-9266). 
 

--John Tuohy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Continued from the front cover) 
 
In closing, I want to say Thank You, from Rich and me to members of the vestry and others who have 
stepped up in extra ways to keep things moving forward smoothly during our transition period.   Special 
thanks to Eileen Shanley-Roberts and Judith Doran for leading our worship and to Dillon Shipman who is a 
constant presence and support, and extra special thanks to Pam Green, our Parish Administrator, who 
knows everything about St. Elisabeth’s and is our faithful guide every step of the way. 
 

--Anne Lea Tuohy, Warden  
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Regular Weekly Schedule 
 
Sundays 
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Chapel) 
9:45 AM Catechesis for age 3 – Grade 6 
9:45 AM Nursery care available (first floor) 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Church) 
11:00 AM Lemonade on the Terrace 
 
Mondays 
8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 
 

Special Events 
 
Tuesday, September 10 
 10:00 AM St. E’s Book Group 
 7:15 PM Vestry Meeting 
 

Thursday, September 12 
 Soup Kitchen 
 

Sunday, September 15 
 11:00 AM CAT Results Discussion & Lunch  
  Legacy Society Dinner  
 

Friday, September 20 
 Deadline for October Voice articles 
 

Sunday, September 22 
 Rev. Kevin Goodman Begins as Interim 
 

Sunday, October 6 
 11:00 AM Sound Loop Presentation 
 

 

 

www.steglencoe.org 

 

 

 


