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Dear St. Elisabeth’s,   
 
Last week, in preparation to start 
packing, I started to go through some 
old papers here in the rector’s office at 
the church, and I ran across a spiral 
notebook from 2005, the year I 
arrived.  On page 1 were notes I took 
during the big interview with the whole 
Search Committee.  I’d already had a 
first interview with Peter Rossiter and Susan Chadd, 
who had been assigned to visit and vet me.  Now I 
was in the room for the finalist interview, so also 
there were Ken Wittleder, Anne Tuohy, Sarah 
Carrigan, Adrienne Zimmerman, Jim Burnham, and 
Tom Flocco (as well as Susan and Peter).  My 
notebook records that when they asked me, “Now 
do you have any questions for us?” I asked, “What 
do you most want to have happen at St. Elisabeth’s?  
Please go around the room because I want to hear 
what each person has to say.” 
 
Their responses are in my notebook.  I hadn’t looked 
at that notebook for years, or even remembered that 
it existed.  I don’t even remember asking the 
question. 
 
But as I read their answers, tears welled up in my 
eyes, because many of the things they said have 
indeed happened, by God’s grace.  The church’s 
appetite for inclusion and to be a place of 
intergenerational vitality continues to be sated and 
re-whetted in the last dozen years.  The church’s 
vision to be more financially secure and to be known 
and celebrated in the community of Glencoe (rather 
than “hidden away”) has become real.  Most of all, 
the longing to have a clear focus for our work 
together in God’s vineyard has taken on flesh and 
blood. 

 
I am so very appreciative of the 
congregational engagement by so many 
of you during my tenure.  We have 
accomplished so much!  We have 
grown as human beings and as a 
community.  A rector couldn’t ask for 
more.   
 
I have found great joy in working with 
high quality staff at St. Elisabeth’s over 

the years.  Some of them came with much 
experience.  Others came with very little, and I’m so 
glad I took a chance on them.  I like to think I 
helped develop that latter category into the 
professionals they are today.  The common thread 
has been that among all these part-time people, who, 
for most of them, St. Elisabeth’s was a “side” job, 
they poured their heart and soul and gifts and talent 
and love into this place.  I have enjoyed learning and 
sharing and growing with them: Suzy, Haley, Anitta, 
Jamie, and Leslie; Larry; Rachel, Beau, Caitlyn, 
Brendon, Ida, and Pam; Debbie, Beau (again!), Chris, 
and Dillon; and our newest addition Elizabeth 
Clemmitt.  I’m also grateful to the half-dozen 
seminarian interns and other interns we’ve had over 
the years and to our sabbatical priest Elizabeth 
Jameson and her staff from 2012-13.  Each one of 
these made my job fun, supportive, and rewarding in 
ways I’m sure only they will ever understand. 
 
The St. Elisabeth’s Transition coordinator Andrea 
Mysen, who works on the bishop’s staff, recently 
came to meet with our vestry.  She spent some time 
with us looking at the results from the CAT (Church 
Assessment Tool) survey.  There’s a lot of detail in 
the results, which church members will hear about in 
September, but one overarching theme is that St. 
Elisabeth’s is in a healthy and vibrant stage in its life.  
(Continued on page 5)   
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Hi everyone!  I wanted to take a moment to update you on everything that is 
happening with our transition.  The short answer: A lot!  As you may have heard 
before, there are three main steps in the process: 
1. Giving the Codys a great goodbye 
2. Selecting an Interim Rector 
3. Forming a Search Committee to select a new permanent rector 
 
On #1, hopefully you all have saved the dates July 14 and July 21. Kara Superfine and her team have 
organized wonderful events.  On July 14, you are invited to hear Jim Baur perform on the guitar in the 
afternoon and then share your fondest memories of the Codys at a reception following the concert.  July 21 
will be the Cody’s last Sunday, and we will gather “open-house style” following Daphne’s last service with 
us. 
 
Anne and I are also in process of first round interviews with interim candidates.  First, THANK YOU for 
taking the CAT -- a whopping 77 of you completed the survey, and the data is going to help guide us in our 
search.  Based on the results, we are interested in someone who lives our values of inclusion and community 
who can help us continue our ministry in the world and with one another, as well as offer a fresh 
perspective.  In the meantime, as the process unfolds we are fortunate to have some amazing priests who 
have recently been participating in our congregation to help us out on Sundays: Eileen Shanley-Roberts and 
Judith Doran, who will take turns covering our Sundays in August and early September.  If our interim 
search goes quickly, we will have a new interim start in mid-September, but it could take a bit longer. 
 
After #1 and #2, we will turn our attention to #3, the Search Committee.  Ideally, we will start forming the 
team in August so they can begin their work in the fall.  Uncertainty is not easy, and it's natural to feel a little 
anxious about the transition between Daphne's departure and the arrival of the future leader that God has in 
store for us.  Together, we can use this time to explore our hearts and do what we always do - support one 
another and share an adventurous spirit! 
 
One last thing: Save the date of September 15, 2019 to hear the results of our CAT survey, right after the 
10:00 AM service.  The CAT guru from the Diocese of Chicago, Andrea Mysen, will join us and walk us 
through our results in detail.  Spoiler alert: We're very satisfied and engaged, even more than the last results 
from 2011 showed!  This will be a "can't miss" event and a fascinating readout. 

--Sr. Warden, Rich Lesperance 

 

 
July Wardens interview candidates for Interim Rector 
 Farewell Celebrations (see page 4 for details) 
 

August Visiting clergy 
 

September  Interim Rector begins at St. Elisabeth’s 
 Vestry reviews CAT results with parish 
 Vestry appoints a Search Committee for a new Rector 
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Congratulations to Will Thornton and Paige Zimmerman, who graduated from New Trier High School this  

June and are now college bound. These active members of our congregation, both acolytes, will be missed. 

 
Paige has served as an acolyte 
since 4th grade and became a 
crucifer after her 
confirmation in 8th grade. An 
active member of the St. 
Elisabeth congregation, she 
has performed in the 
Christmas pageants during 

her younger years and more recently has been a 
volunteer for Family Promise and the Soup 
Kitchen. For Paige, getting to know the people 
these programs serve was a highpoint.  
 

In high school, Paige played on the girls’ volleyball 
team her freshman and sophomore years and was a 
cross country runner her junior and senior years.  
As an upper classman, she led gym units, which 
involved lesson planning and helping with activities, 
and participated in Bridge Builders where she 
helped Sophomores transition to east campus. 
 

For the past two years, Paige has been part of the 
leadership team for Kairos, a nationally recognized 
religious retreat.  Each year, Faith Hope and Charity 
Catholic Church in Winnetka invites 50 Junior and 
Seniors of all faiths to be part of this spiritual, self-
reflective retreat.  This summer, Paige is working as 
a camp counselor.  
 

In the fall she will begin her studies at the 
University of Illinois in Champaign, where looks 
forward to exploring career paths. Paige is the 
youngest daughter of Rod and Adrienne, whose 
children have made attending the U of I a family 
tradition. Drake is a senior there and Bridgette, a 
graduate. Their eldest, Austin, chose a different 
path, graduating from Bucknell University.  
 

Although excited about this next big step, Paige will 
miss her family, cuddling with her dog, Tess, and 
driving her car along with the freedom it allows. She 
will be bringing to college her faith in herself and an 
appreciation for all the love our congregation has 
given her. 

Will has served as an 
acolyte at St. E’s for 
eight years and became 
a crucifer after his 
confirmation. Besides 
being part of the 
Christmas pageants in 
his younger years, he 
has volunteered at 
Soup Kitchen, Family Promise, and for Spring 
Cleanup chores.  
 
At New Trier, Will participated in theater and 
debate. He joined the debate team as a freshman 
and has been an active debater all four years, most 
recently as captain. He has competed at local, state, 
and national competitions, arguing philosophical 
conceit. In addition, Will was on the writing staff 
for New Trier’s political journal and a member of 
the high school’s service club. Outside of school, 
Will pursues rock climbing and enjoys scaling the 
cliffs at Devil’s Lake, WI. This summer he is 
working as a life guard. 
 
Next fall, Will begins college life at the University of 
California in Santa Barbara. He is looking forward 
to his studies there and perhaps some rock 
climbing.  
 
Beside his friends, the family cats Lucy and 
Georgia, and his car, he will miss his parents, Eve 
Thornton and Robert Fischer, and his younger 
sisters, Annie Thornton, a New Trier junior, and 
Isabelle Fischer, a New Trier sophomore, as well as 
his elder sister Lily, a sophomore at Grinnell 
University in Iowa. He said that he will also miss 
the connections he formed at St. Elisabeth’s. “I 
have had great mentors,” he explained. “People I 
could always count on.”  
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Congratulations and blessings go also to Will Alter, who graduated this spring from Beacon Academy in 
Evanston.  Will decided early on to pursue the Jewish faith of his father’s side of the family and made his 
Bar Mitzvah when he was in middle school.  Before that, Will spent a lot of years in St. Elisabeth’s 
programs, events, and worship services, and he considers our congregation an important part of his religious 
foundation as well.  Will we wish you all the best as you begin college at Tulane University in the fall. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please join us as we celebrate Daphne and all that she’s meant to St. Elisabeth’s and the Glencoe 
community.  It’s only a few weeks before the Cody Family sets out on their next great adventure!   
 
Sunday July 14h  
 
4:00 -4:45 PM – Concert  

 Jim Baur will be giving a special guitar concert in Daphne’s honor 
including a selection of works by Bach, Barrios and Ponce. 

 
4:45 -7:00 PM – Light Bites and Intimate Conversations 

 Following the concert, teens & adults are welcomed to stay for 
fellowship as we share some light bites & hors d’oeuvres before 
settling in for some dedicated time to share our experiences and 
memories of Daphne’s 13 years as rector of St. Elisabeth’s. 

 
 
Sunday July 21  
 
10:00 -11:00 AM – Daphne’s Last Service 
 
11:00-1:30 PM – Open House 
 
Be sure you are present for Daphne’s last 10:00 AM service.  After the service we will gather “open house 
style.”  A light buffet lunch will be served, and members of the greater Glencoe Community will be joining 
us. 
 
Please reply to the Evite sent out, or to Susan Newcomb by July 14:  srnewcomb@comcast.net. 
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The conversations that took place during our All 
Parish Eyes on Worship Day on March 17 revealed 
that the three weeks of Outdoor Worship we 
experimented with last year were a hit! One 
suggestion given was to offer the services spaced 
out throughout the summer, not just in one set.  
Weather forced us to worship inside on our June 
date, but we’re hoping to be on the Chapel Terrace 
on July 14.  Come join us as we encounter the 
Divine beyond the walls of our church building for 
our 10:00 AM Eucharist. Bring along a stadium seat 
or cushion for a little more comfort! 
 
 
 
 

 
Andrea said, “You know who you are and what you 
are about.  You are adaptable and skilled.”  Then 
Andrea looked at us all and said, “Basically this 
church can go wherever God is leading you and can 
do whatever God is calling you to do.” 
 
Amen.  I agree. 
With all my love and all my blessings,  
 

 

 
 
The Baehr Legacy Fund trustees are encouraging 
parishioners to join The St. Elisabeth’s Legacy 
Society.  The current 23 members represent 30% of 
St. Elisabeth’s Church family.  The trustees recenty 
set a goal to have 50% or more of our families 
become members of the Society.   
 
To become a member you need only to have The 
Baehr Legacy Fund or St. Elisabeth’s Church as one 
of the beneficiaries of your estate or other 
investment instrument.  You can contact any of the 
trustees for information about how this is done.  
We have a list of attorneys who can help you and 
gift language that can be used.  
 
If you already have the church in your will, just give 
us evidence of this and your membership is 
complete.  If you don’t have a will, maybe now is 
the time to create one and add the Fund or the 
Church as one of your beneficiaries.  There are also 
other easy ways to make a similar commitment 
through other devices.   
 
Providing support of St. Elisabeth’s in this way will 
fund capital projects and help with operations long 
into the future.  With such a commitment you will 
become a member of the Society and be invited to 
the annual dinner. This year’s dinner will be at 
Skokie Country Club on the evening of September 
15. 
 
Trustees:  Glenna Foley, Chair; Phil Miller; Joyce 
Newcomb; Kay Rossiter; Rich Lesperance; Anne 
Touhy; Andrew Edelston 
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As a way of marking the novel’s 100th anniversary, the St. E’s Book Group will be reading 
Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein this summer.  The group will reconvene Tuesday, September 10 
at 10:00 AM in the Parish living room to discuss the book.  More than just a simple ghost 
story, a teenaged Mary Shelly writes a tale that questions human nature and the 
relationship between man and God.  The book examines themes of irrationality, power 
and coercion, self-knowledge, and the search for truth. The book is suggested in the Great 
Books Foundation’s anthology Great Conversations 2 and discussion questions can be found 
in the loner copy in the office. The book itself needs to be borrowed or bought.  Read 
about Shelly’s creature and his creator, then come join the conversation in September. 
Contact Joyce Newcomb with any questions at 847-234-6532 or 
joycernewcomb@gmail.com. 
         --Joyce Newcomb 
 
 

 
Thursday, July 11 is our next date.  Please consider joining us at either 
3:00 PM for making sack lunches at St Elisabeth’s, or at 5:00 PM for 
preparing and serving dinner at the First United Methodist Church in 
Evanston.  Any questions contact John Tuohy at 
JohnLTuohy62@gmail.com 

--John Tuohy and Chuck Chadd 
 

 
 

 
Sunday, June 23 was our first ever outdoor Pride celebration and a big crowd 
showed up to celebrate.  Thanks to a break in the rainy weather, we enjoyed a 
fabulous picnic in the great outdoors courtesy of the LGBTQ team and other 
generous members of the parish.  Many thanks to the members of the LGBTQ 
team who gave of their time, talent and treasure to make this event a success.  
Special thanks to grillmaster and banner provider Tasker Generes, ice cream and 
toppings champ Christine Johnson, setup folks John Tuohy, Tasker Generes, 
Cody Cook and Pete Rossiter, decorator par excellence Linda Illes, table wear 
provider Anne Tuohy, rainbow necklace and poster distributor Cathy Seccombe, 
music and talent maven Dillon Shipman and his musical-genius sidekick Beau 
Surratt, and everyone else who pitched in.  
 

Warden Rich Lesperance deserves a special shout out for his impromptu set up 
of the bouncy castle plus his help with tech stuff. 
 
Thanks finally to the Rector, Wardens and Vestry for supporting this effort, and also for flying the rainbow 
flag, an outward and visible sign of our hope for inclusion and understanding. 
 

--Kay Rossiter, LGBTQ Team Chair 
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Bishop Jeffrey Lee poses after the 
Confirmation of Duke Baur and 
Lizzy Arnell on June 9.  Presenting 
them was Daphne Cody (pictured), 
Dillon Shipman, and Duke’s and 
Lizzy’s respective mentors John 
Tuohy and Susan Newcomb.  
Around forty people from St. 
Elisabeth’s traveled to the Church of 
the Holy Comforter in Kenilworth 
that day to celebrate a combined 
Eucharist with that congregation, 
and Bishop Lee confirmed their 
middle schoolers as well as ours.  
Congratulations, Lizzy and Duke! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
May 26 was the St. Elisabeth’s 
annual Parish Picnic.  Bad 
weather that day forced us to 
eat inside, but the cold wet 
spring did not dampen our 
spirits!  Particular thanks go to 
Phil Miller and the other grill 
masters for cooking up brats, 
burgers, veggie burgers, and 
hot dogs, and thanks to all 
who contributed salads and 
desserts. 
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Regular Weekly Schedule 
 
Sundays 
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Chapel) 
9:45 AM Catechesis for age 3 – Grade 6 
9:45 AM Nursery care available (first floor) 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Church) 
11:00 AM Lemonade on the Terrace 
 
Mondays 
8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 
Tuesdays 
7:30-8:30 AM Hometown Coffee Office Hour 
8:30-9:30 AM Lectionary Study  
7:30 PM Boy Scout Troop #28 
 

Special Events 
 
Thursday, July 4 
 Office Closed for Independence Day 
 
Wednesday, July 10 
 7:15 PM Vestry Meeting  
 
Thursday, July 11 
 Soup Kitchen 
 
Sunday, July 14 
 4:00 PM Concert and Conversations 
 
Sunday, July 21 
 10:00 AM Daphne’s last Sunday/Open House 
 
 

 

 

www.steglencoe.org 

 

 

 


