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Dear Friends, 
 
This past Sunday evening, St. Elisabeth’s hosted 
the Glencoe faith community to the annual 
Glencoe Interfaith Thanksgiving event.  Each 
house of worship takes its turn year by year, and 
this year it was our turn.  Over 125 
people gathered in the nave, 
including a combined choir filled 
with people from St. Paul’s AME, 
Sacred Heart, Am Shalom, North 
Shore United Methodist Church, 
North Shore Congregation Israel, 
Glencoe Union Church, 
Congregation Hakafa, and us.  The 
format, for the second year in a row, was story-
telling, modeled after The Moth radio hour, a 
growing popular format in pubs and coffee 
houses. 
 
We heard seven stories of gratitude by regular 
folks (there was only one “professional” story 
teller in the group).  On a dark night, during 
fretful times, when people are so aware of 
divisions and difference, it felt good to come 
together around people’s personal stories.  The 
expressions of gratitude for small events and for 
regular people who had touched the story tellers 

 
 
 
seemed like a beacon of light.  The stories rang 
through the church like a protest against fear and 
anxiety.  Coming together as Jews and Christians 
in Glencoe, mixed in with a few “unaffiliated,” 

was a balm.  Then, the sharing 
continued on into the reception in the 
Guild Room, hosted by St. Elisabeth’s 
people led by John Tuohy from the 
Interfaith Initiative Team of our 
congregation. 
 
Thanksgiving and Christmastime may 
afford some of us opportunity to share 

stories with family and friends.  There are a lot of 
spoofs about antagonistic holiday tables in comic 
strips and on Saturday Night Live as people try to 
imagine how they’ll hold together in families with 
members of different partisan views.  One 
possible way is by telling stories and listening to 
stories around the table.  Communicating through 
story can be a safe way forward. 
 
Advent itself is preparation to hear the story of 
God’s coming among us as a human child.  
During Advent we have four weeks to pull up our 
chairs, prepare warm cups of something to drink, 
light a candle (and then another candle, and then 
another…), and get focused to listen to the story 
that Christmas is all about. 

Come let’s listen! 
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Change seems to be the word 
of the day. The recent election 
resulted in a change in our 
country’s leadership. And, 
after thinking more about that 
change, I realize there are lots 
of changes always going on 

around us.  Many of these are normal seasonal 
changes each year but others are special ones at St. 
Elisabeth’s this year. 

Seasonal Changes 

 Gathering after church — Lemonade on the 
lawn moved to coffee indoors.  The essence of this 
time together has not changed but the venue did.  If 
you haven’t signed up to host an upcoming Sunday, 
consider doing so.  There are many previous hosts 
who can help get you acquainted with this task.  

 Time — We moved from Daylight Savings 
Time on November 6 this year which was also All 
Saints Sunday.  We may not have been looking 
forward to fewer hours of sunlight, but the day itself 
was brightened by the baptism of Maeve Edelston. 

 Autumn Leaves — Our beautiful fall leaves 
are largely gone leaving trees bare. You probably 
heard comments from friends and neighbors about 
various locales where the vistas were exceptional.  

 New Vestry Members — The Vestry 
Nominating committee is looking for new members 
to join us in February.  If you would like to be part 
of the change in this group that guides our church, 
contact a warden, the rector or a vestry member to 
let them know of your interest. 

 Advent Season — Advent wreath-making 
brings parishioners together to share the anticipation 
of the Advent season.  For four Sundays we prepare 
for the coming birth of Jesus our Savior.   
 
Special Changes 

 Staff — We are still looking to replace our 
Church School leader. If you know of someone who 
could take on this job, please contact Daphne, 
Michelle Sampson or Carla Arnell.  In the meantime, 
any parishioner that can take on this role for a few 
Sundays would be helpful.  Anne Tuohy has been 

working with the children this fall.  Claire Cody will 
help in December including directing the pageant.  
As we wait for a permanent leader more volunteers 
are needed. 

  

 November 23 was the last day for Pam 
Green as our office administrator.  She is leaving to 
attend to family matters. We will miss her 
exceptional talents. 
 

 Dillon Shipman, our organist and choir 
director, is experiencing a momentous change with 
the untimely death of his father.  We extend our 
prayers and wish our sympathy to him and his 
family. 

 Retirement — The readings the Book Group 
discussed this month were two essays by Montaigne, 
Friendship and Solitude.  I was most intrigued by 
Solitude which we interpreted to mean retirement.  
Montaigne offered numerous things to consider 
when shedding a job and/or the responsibilities of a 
more active life.  If you are retired already or nearing 
retirement, this piece might provide suggestions for 
this time of life.  The essays are part of the book 
“Great Conversations 1” which you can borrow 
from the office.  Better yet, join the group which 
meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:30 am. 

  

 Hawthorn Entrance — We expect to be 
concluded by the middle of December.  Even as it is 
just getting started we have heard elated feedback 
about the improvement.  Daphne also received 
positive commentary from Montessori parents.  If 
you have not offered monetary support for this 
project, you can still do so.  You can even spread 
your support over 2016 and 2017 if you like.  
Contact Phil Miller if you are interested. 
 
The changes on this list that involve me will require 
adjustment and/or adaptation on my part.  I hope 
you can also adjust or adapt to change and especially 
if you are already involved or become involved with 
changes at St. Elisabeth.  

--Glenna Foley, Warden 
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 St. Elisabeth’s partnered with St. Augustine’s Church in Wilmette and 
co-hosted four families during the week October 30th through 
November 6th. We had 15 volunteers consisting of 11 adults and 4 
children. St. Elisabeth’s provided four full overnights, two full meals, and 
two partial meals. During the course of the week, (1) we helped with a 
joyous Halloween evening of “trick or treating” followed by a pizza 
party, (2) one of the families happily moved into their own apartment, and (3) our overnight hosts provided 
care, concern, and assistance to a family when one of the children had to be hospitalized due to a dislocated 
pelvis. Thanks to all of our dedicated volunteers. 

--Chuck Chadd 
 
 

 
On Saturday November 12th, a group of St. E's 
volunteers gathered at the church for some 
fellowship, housekeeping and light work. In a short 
span of three hours, treats were eaten, salt and 
shovels readied for snow (yep, it is coming...) floor 
mats were rinsed and dried and debris was hauled out 
of the building. Trees and brush were trimmed back, 
windows were cleaned and a new light fixture was 
hung in the office. All this, and much more was 
completed with friendly chatter. Thank you to all 

who gave up a little bit of their weekend to make St. E's a friendly and inviting place to work and 
congregate.  
 
If you missed the fall cleanup no need to fret, the spring cleanup is just a few months away! Volunteers are 
always appreciated and well fed.  

--Thank you, Buzz Thornton 
 
 

 
Maeve Beatrice Edelston was baptized on All Saints Sunday, November 6.  Congratulations 
and welcome into the household of God, Maeve! 
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If you are interested in being 
part of the vestry (beginning 
in February 2017), please let 
your wishes be known to Kay 
Rossiter, Nominating 
Committee Chair, Daphne 
Cody, Rector or Glenna 
Foley, Junior Warden. 

 

We are looking for open-minded thinkers who 
would like to work in a significant relational group 
with other vestry members to oversee the business 
of the church.  Vestry members must be regular 
church attendees and financial contributors to the 
parish. 

-- The Wardens 

 

The Annual Meeting of St Elisabeth’s Church will 
be held on Sunday, January 29, 2017, following the 
10:00 AM service. 
 

 
 

 

 
An update – After two Sundays into the campaign.  
As of this writing on 11/21 for the Advent December Voice, we are pleased to announce 
church members are generously supporting the Annual Giving Campaign.  We have 
financial pledges of $182,545 to date with still a number of parishioners to be heard from.    
 
Thank you for those of you who have turned in a pledge card and your faithful 
commitment to the ministries of our church.  We should mention for those we have not 

heard from we still need your financial investment (Pledge Card) for next year.  In fact, we are counting on 
it.  A 100% participation by our church members in this campaign is always our goal.  
Pledge cards can be dropped off at church or mailed to: 
St. Elisabeth Church, 556 Vernon Avenue, Glencoe, IL 60022 
 

 
Let’s give a give a shout out of thanks to those who organized this 
event - Jim Baur who did a great job of organizing and setting up 
and Dorothy Generes who prepared the bowls of oasis and 
provided festive ribbons and cones for decorating. Special thanks to 
members of our Sunday School who created wreaths for the chapel 
and families who could not be present. Lizzy and Susanne Arnell 
and Claire and Anna Lesperance and their friend Sasha worked 
overtime in adding their special touches. Many thanks as well to 
Pam Green who prepared the beautiful pamphlet of Advent prayers 
to use when lighting our wreaths at home - in full color this 

year!  We all had a wonderful time and now have a special way in which to share the days of Advent. 
-- Anne Tuohy  
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December 4 
 
Wheat and tares together sown:  
The Gospel according to Matthew 
 

The First Sunday of Advent begins the series of scripture lessons for the year 
centering on the Gospel according to Matthew. As Advent begins we hear 
Matthew’s perspective tell us that Christ is coming but we don't know when this 
royal visitor is going to arrive. It may be tomorrow, not for years, or is already 
present. We are called to live in a state of watchfulness.  
 

Matthew will show us a community in internal and external turmoil. We learn of the internal strife of the 
Jewish community as they come to grips with the events of Jesus' life, and the destruction of Jerusalem, the 
Temple and the priesthood. We will see how the religious issues of Matthew's community interfaced with 
the current events of both political and cultural history. We will hear of external realities which shaped the 
community and therefore the community's story of the Crucified and Risen one. In the midst of such an 
exploration we might even come to resemble that community ourselves, to look at our own issues through 
their eyes, to perceive life in this culture and in this church through the lens of Matthew's theology.  
 

In the midst of this stands Jesus. His presence will be a continuing theme for Matthew. From the lips of his 
Christ will come the gracious words, “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the ages.” He will tell 
of the patience needed in living the prepared life.  
 

Matthew's community's most formative story is the parable of the wheat and the tares. The tares—weeds—
have been sown by some enemy in the field of good wheat. The community is to allow the wheat and weeds 
to grow side by side until the harvest. Patient watchfulness will be the key to their—shall we say – our 
survival. 
 

As we deal with our own conflicts in the coming year, may Matthew’s theology light a path for us to 
servanthood, mission, and watchfulness.  
 

Join me on December 4 to get a glimpse of Matthew’s Gospel as we prepare for a year- long reading. 
--Larry Handwerk 

 
December 11 

[Rescheduled from November] 
 

Hall Healy will speak about his recent trip to Mongolia to meet with 35 
crane scientists and advocates. It was an extremely uplifting experience, as 
people from eight different countries-China, Russia, Mongolia, Japan, 
North and South Korea, the U.S. and Germany-discussed ways of 
protecting one species of this iconic bird. The talks were about birds, but 
also about people and addressing threats in their own environments. How 
they were able to reach consensus, in spite of cultural differences and 
current geopolitical issues, was fascinating. Hall will show photos of 
beautiful Mongolian scenery and of their lifestyle, reminiscent of our own 

“Wild West”, while discussing how participants worked collaboratively with each other and developed ways 
to safeguard the crane.  Hall brings to this topic a deep spiritual connection and finds this work to be one 
way of engaging as a Christian in the world.  
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On November 10 we undertook to serve hungry diners at the Methodist Church in Evanston.  We had a 
low turnout, only about 60.  It is very hard to put rhyme and reason into the attendance level from time to 
time, and the Methodist coordinator shares that view from a broader perspective (remember that that 
church undertakes to serve a hot dinner every single Thursday of the year, with various churches and 
synagogues taking responsibility to provide the food; St Elisabeth’s promises to do six evenings). 
 

Thanks this time to Anne Tuohy (food preparation); Sherry Schellenbach, Nancy Wittleder, Libby Hinds, 
Stephanie Mackiewicz and Cathy Seccombe (sack lunch preparation); Carla, John and Elisabeth Arnell, 
Carol Archie, Phil Miller, Anne Tuohy and Larry Handwerk (dinner service).  Thanks for exemplary effort! 
 

Thanks also to those who responded to an earlier plea for funds to replenish our kitty (remember that we 
purchase rather than personally cook and prepare most of the food for the occasion). 
 

All in all for this year, we can be proud of preparing 600 sack lunches and dinner for a targeted 600 diners, 
even though we ended up serving more like 500 diners.  Three cheers for all the effort!  And this year - or 
maybe it’s 2017 (who keeps records?) - we celebrate 25 years of continued participation in the Evanston 
project - WOW! 
 

We are off with a fresh start in January - tentatively January 12.  So mark your calendars. 
 

--Chuck Chadd and John Tuohy 
 

 

One of St. Elisabeth's Church's traditions is our annual 
Christmas Pageant on Christmas Eve.  The children are the 
ones who announce Jesus' birth for the whole congregation at 
the Christmas Eve service, December 24, at 4:00 PM. 
 

This year, since our position of Director of Children's 
Education is still open, Claire Cody, who will be home between 
college terms, will be organizing and directing the pageant.  
Open to children ages 3 and up, there are both speaking and 
non-speaking parts available for all who are interested. Children 
aged 3 through kindergarten will be cast into non-speaking roles 
as angels, sheep, etc. Children in first grade and up are 
encouraged to seek speaking parts. 
 

It's also fun to have children watching from the pews, so if your children are more comfortable watching, 
that's okay too.  Please choose to sit up front so they can see. 
 

For children interested in having a speaking part, we expect their attendance at our Sunday after-church 
gatherings (from 11:15 AM-12:00 PM on December 4, 11, and 18) as well as a 9:00 AM dress rehearsal on 
December 23. Children interested in being a part of our Christmas Pageant, but not having a speaking part, 
are only required to be present at the dress rehearsal at 10:00 AM on December 23. 
 

Please let us know if your child (or children) will be joining us by calling the office (847-835-0458), or 
emailing Claire Cody at claireccody@gmail.com by Friday, December 2.  Claire will also be at church on 
Sunday, November 27 and will meet with children and adults willing to help with the Pageant.
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Five families remain to be adopted.  This year we are 
once again participating in The ReVive Christmas Basket 
Program.  Sign up to shop for a needy family to help them 
have a wonderful holiday.  The packet with the information 
about the family you adopt is in the Guild Room.  The 
important dates are: 
 
*Friday, December 2: All boxes and donations are due 
back at St. Elisabeth’s. 
 
*Saturday, December 3: Pickup day by ReVive.  
 
This will allow four weeks to shop and more specifics will 
be included in the packets distributed on November 6. 
 
Rene Surgi, Ph.D. Phone: 847-835-0983  
Mobile: 847-254-0934. 

 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------cut here----------------------------------------------------------- 

Christmas Flowers & Music 
I WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO: 

$__________ to Christmas Flowers      &/or        $__________ to Christmas Music 

In memory of: _________________________________________________ 

In Thanksgiving for: ____________________________________________ 

In Honor of: __________________________________________________ 

Given by: _____________________________________________________ 

Please Note: Whether you are giving to Christmas flowers and/or Music on the Memo line of your check 
To ensure your tribute is listed in the Christmas Bulletins,  

submit your Donation Form by Sunday, December 11.  Thank You 
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www.steglencoe.org 

 

 

 

 

Regular Weekly Schedule 
 
Sundays 
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Rite I) 
9:50 AM Children’s Education 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 
11:00 AM Coffee Hour 
 
Mondays 
7:30 PM Boy Scout Troop 28 
8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 
Tuesdays 
7:30-8:30 AM Glencoe Roast Office Hour 
8:30-9:30 AM Lectionary Study Hour 
 

Special Events 
 

Wednesday, December 14 
 7:15 PM Vestry Meeting 
 

Sunday, December 18 
 Lessons & Carols 
 

Tuesday, December 20 
 10:30 AM St. E’s Book Discussion Group 
 

December 26 – January 2 
 Office Closed 
 

Wednesday, January 11 
 7:15 PM Vestry Meeting 
 

Thursday, January 12 
 Soup Kitchen 
 

Tuesday, January 17 
 10:30 AM St. E’s Book Discussion Group 
 

Sunday, January 29 
 Annual Meeting 
 

 


