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Dear Friends, 
 

A few years ago, the vestry embarked 
on a self-study of St. Elisabeth’s 
Church’s place in its environment.  
Who are our neighbors?  Who are we?  
What role do we have in our 
community, town, and the North 
Shore?  Out of all of that, we mostly 
have focused on who to be and how to be.  
Descriptors like open and welcoming, 
intercultural and interfaith, adventurous and 
radiating have become part of our jargon, our 
preaching, our reflecting together, and part of our 
stated goals. 
 

During the study process, we invited some 
professionals to come in and do a 
Communications Audit of our church.  The 
auditors looked at everything from our font style 
and size to our outgoing phone message, as well 
as our connection to the local press and the words 
of our mission statement.  One very concrete 
outcome of that audit, which was several years in 
development, is our new exterior signage on 
Vernon Avenue, Hawthorn Avenue, and at the 
Labyrinth.  Thank you to Mac Dubose, Jill 
McOmber, and Larry Handwerk for bringing that 
to fruition, and for its funding from the Warmth 
& Safety Campaign of 2013. 
 

Another part of the Communications Audit that 
begged for attention was the north entrance of St. 
Elisabeth’s, the door on Hawthorn Avenue.  The 

 
auditors pointed out that that side of the 
church is anything but welcoming: broken 
pavement, sunken concrete at the base of the 
stairs, garbage and recycling (sometimes 
untidy), and row upon row of barrier-
producing hedgerows and shrubs (once 
meditative, now inhibiting and confining).  

They recommended a much more open plan. 
 

So comes along our next project for St. 
Elisabeth’s – the redevelopment of the Hawthorn 
Avenue entrance.   The vision is to make that 
north side of the church an open terrace with 
tables and chairs to gather and meet, shaded by 
the giant oak, and with ramp access.  Many 
parishioners never use this entrance, but I know 
that it is the one that the Montessori families use, 
the Boy Scouts use, and the one that the village 
sees when they approach from town.  It’s the 
entrance parents and families associated with 
Central School pass by every day, traveling east. 
 

A raised terrace area, possible for outdoor 
receptions and meetings, plus gatherings of 
parents for the guest users of our building, will 
better meet our goals to be open and welcoming 
to our guests and the community around us.  It 
will send a different signal than “closed,” 
“hidden,” and a little shabby.  Further, we 
ourselves will use it and benefit. 
 

The vestry has already approved the project in 
principle, and lead coordinator Phil Miller is 
gathering a small team to work with Glenn Tracy 
of Landarch Systems to finalize the design.  Look 
for more details about that design, the costs, and 
the timeframe in the weeks to come.  We may yet 
get this done in 2016! 
 
Grace and Peace,   
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Many of us watched the Olympics 
and remember the extraordinary 
athletes.  Several of those gold medal 
winners have become household 
names with their faces on cereal 
boxes. 
 

I know an extraordinary person.  His 
name is Donald O’Brien.  He’s not a 

household name and his face is not on a cereal box.  
On August 21st, Uncle Don turned 100.  Don still 
likes to putter around his house and yard in 
Glenview.  His biggest complaint is that he feels 
more tired than he used to.   
 

This is amazing but what’s even more amazing is 
how well connected he is to the world beyond his 
house and yard.  He is always reaching out via snail 
mail and email, signing his notes with his made-up, 
cartoon character “Podunk”.  Over the years, he’s 
kept in touch with nearly everyone who has crossed 
his path, especially his shipmates from the USS 
Pensacola with whom he spent three years in the 
South Pacific. He is our family historian and the 
one who attends far-flung family reunions. When 
friends and family pass away, he continues to 
correspond with their children and grandchildren – 
and great grandchildren. 
 

I don’t know the secret to Don’s longevity.  But I 
think I know the secret to his success in life: his 
ability to adapt and connect.   
 

Our church is over a hundred years old and we have 
adapted to a lot of changes.  We started as a store 
front and morphed into a place that has housed not 
only our parish worship and activities but also: a 
gymnasium, community theatre space, St Elisabeth’s 
Nursery School, Writers Theatre offices, Clan 
Donald meetings.  And still houses: a Boy Scout 
troop, AA meetings, Glencoe Montessori Nursery 
School, and community events. 
 

Throughout its history, St Elisabeth’s has seen 
major changes in demographics, the economy, race 
relations, gender politics, communications and 
technology – not to mention religion.  Our 
initiatives seek to respond to many of these changes 

as we look for  a deeper understanding of interfaith 
and intercultural issues.   
 

Part of adapting is trying to connect better to the 
world around us, especially our very own 
neighborhood.  Our labyrinth helps with a sign that 
says we’re open to all.  We also have a welcoming 
look to our building – at least on the red door side 
with its accessible ramp.  The Hawthorn side is less 
inviting and we’re working on that with plans in the 
works for a more accessible walkway ramp and 
patio.  
 

Meanwhile we try to stay connected with one 
another via Facebook, a church website, 
newsletters, and the eReflect.  Most of all, we 
connect on Sunday.  Sunday morning is when we 
strengthen our bonds through worship and 
fellowship.  Many people have been away from 
church from time to time over the summer.  Some 
of us have been on vacation; others have been 
dealing with aged parents, health issues, young 
children, family issues, house disasters.  We may be 
a small parish but we have a lot going on.  Fall is 
our chance to regroup and reconnect.   
 

Connection and adaptation are important for all 
living things.  For instance, think of this connection 
in nature: trees and fungi. I learned recently these 
separate entities are in fact completely 
interconnected.  We can’t see it, but under the 
ground there is a vast network of fungi filaments – 
when the fungi needs carbon, a tiny filament gently 
pokes the tree root and the tree then softens its 
roots; it gives carbon to the fungi and the fungi 
gives the tree minerals.  
 

Obviously we are not trees and fungi.  But it’s a 
good example of interconnection.  Our success in 
life depends on connecting with each other.  When 
we need help we turn to God and our neighbor and 
our neighbor softens their heart with God’s grace.  
It’s an exchange not of minerals and carbon but of 
grace and love. 
 

At St E’s, that’s the key to longevity.   
--Kay Rossiter  
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Many September issues of the Voice would be written by the Director of Children’s 
Education announcing the beginning of children’s programs.  This year we instead are 
in the midst of posting our job opening (see below) and receiving applications.  We 
need everyone’s help in finding good candidates for this important role.  Most likely 
there will be a delay to regular children’s chapel, but there are plans to fill September 
at St Elisabeth’s with openness to children (as usual) as well as one or two special fun 
events.  Septembers at St. Elisabeth’s we continue to enjoy the weather and sunshine 
at Lemonade on the Lawn.  Please pray for our search process! 
 

This job opening below has been listed in multiple venues.  Please feel free to share. 

 

 
Do you have a background in elementary education or 
religion?  Or a background working as a Sunday school teacher 
or church camp counselor?  Would you like to teach a great 
group of children, ages 4-10, on Sunday mornings?  If so, read 
on! 

St. Elisabeth’s Episcopal Church in Glencoe is looking for an engaging and creative person to coordinate its 
church school program and teach children on Sunday mornings.  Our mission is to provide a welcoming, 
safe and inclusive learning environment for our children.  This paid position would involve planning Sunday 
school classes or projects, teaching children Bible stories and Christian songs, and guiding them in prayer 
and informal worship.  Although St. Elisabeth’s currently has a curriculum in place, it is open to curricular 
innovation. In this role we are also looking for somebody who can comfortably interact with parents, 
grandparents and guardians to help further foster the family connection with the Sunday school program.   

St. Elisabeth’s Sunday school runs from October to mid-May and would involve a regular time commitment 
of 9AM to 12 noon on Sundays, plus a few special events.  Additional time would be needed in order to 
prepare for the Sunday classes.  

Read about our church at www.steglencoe.org.  We are located near downtown Glencoe, Illinois within 
walking distance from the train station.  Interested candidates of any Christian denomination should email 
their resume to the Rev. Daphne Cody at cody@steglencoe.org by the closing date of Sept 6th 2016. 

Please note that we reserve the right to run a background check on the short-listed candidate. 

--Michelle Sampson and  
Carla Arnell 

file:///C:/Users/offic_000/Documents/Communications/Newsletter/2016/09%20-%20September/www.steglencoe.org
file:///C:/Users/offic_000/Documents/Communications/Newsletter/2016/09%20-%20September/cody@steglencoe.org
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On Thursday, July 14 we served approximately 75 
diners in Evanston, with a hot dinner and a sack 
lunch for the next day.  Many thanks for our 
volunteers:  A. for purchasing and cooking:  

Sam Badger, Sally O’Neil;  B. for sack lunch 
preparation: Stephanie Mackiewicz, Cathy 
Seccombe and Alex Landen, Nathaniel Lesperance, 
Nancy, Peter, Andy Jr, and Brook Wittleder.  C. For 
dinner preparation and serving: Carla, John and 
Lizzy Arnell, Sam and Nancy Badger, Daphne and 
Jason Cody, Mac DuBose, Dillon Shipman and 
Cody Cook, Phil Miller. 

 
Mark your calendars for our next assignment: 
Thursday, September 8! 

 
 

John Tuohy and Chuck Chadd -- 
 

 
 
 
 

 
We welcome back the 
Venerable Dr. Ngungu 
John Ikenye, PhD, 
DMin who will preach at 
St. Elisabeth’s on 
September 18.   Father 
Ikenye and his wife Rose 

have been missionaries to Kenya for the past nine 
years.  Ikenye teaches at St. Paul's Theological 
College in Limuru, and works on staff of the 
Anglican Diocese of Thika as head of the 
Department of Human Resources and the Institute 
of Leadership, Counselling and Congregational 
Development. His wife Rose manages that 
department. They provide leadership training and 
consultancy, counselling services for individuals, 

 
groups and couples, and conflict transformation. 
Ikenye and Rose were born in Kenya, moved to the 
USA in the 1980's,and became naturalized citizens 
of the US. Ikenye holds two doctorates from 
Northwestern University and from Garrett 
Evangelical Seminary. He served as Rector of St. 
Andrew's Church in Evanston before returning to 
Kenya in 2006.  Ikenye has a deep commitment to 
global mission and decided to return to Kenya to 
help train leaders especially in the areas of pastoral 
care and counselling for a rapidly growing church. 
He sees himself as a bridge-builder between 
Anglicans in the USA, Kenya, and the Global 
South. As both insider and outsider, the Ikenyes 
have a unique story to tell of working to bridge 
widely divergent cultures and churches. 

 
--Larry Handwerk 
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It has been so wonderful 
to hear the beautiful 
singing coming from the 
nave on Sunday 
mornings. While the 
choir has been on their 
“Summer Sabbath,” I 

have appreciated those of you in the congregation 
who have continued to lift up your voice and make a 
joyful noise. I always leave church with a smile on 
my face and a song in my heart, thanks to all of you! 
 We have had great fun this summer, and 
have learned many new hymns and songs that we 
will continue to use. For the Sundays I was away, I 
was thrilled that Rich Lesperance, Mae Cody, and 
Paul Lucas could lead our music. We are blessed to 
have such talented musicians in our congregation! As 
we find ourselves soon arriving at the fall season, I 
am very excited that the choir will be returning to 
help lead worship beginning in September. If you are 

interested in joining our “small, but mighty” group 
and haven’t spoken to me yet, please let me know. 
We’d love for you to join us!  
 I am always looking for instrumentalists to 
help us enhance worship. If you have told me about 
a talent you have, don’t worry – I haven’t forgot 
about you! I have a list of people ready to enlist for 
worship music, and you will be hearing from me in 
the coming weeks. If you have somehow been hiding 
in the nooks and crannies and I haven’t heard of 
your musical ability, please let me know if you’d like 
to be involved. I will say it again and again – We’d 
love for you to join us!  
Friends, we are going to have a great time singing the 
stately hymns of the church, learning new praise 
music from across the globe, and listening to the 
choir lift up marvelous anthems.  
 

See you in worship! 
Dillon 

 

 

 

For its fifth season, St. E’s Book Group will be reading and discussing Great Conversations 1, 
an anthology from the Great Books Foundation.  The book is the first in a series of 
anthologies intended for those who value the lively pleasure of discussing ideas. Running 
through the fifteen selections in Great Conversations 1 are themes that have been important to 
many people throughout the ages. 
 

If you are interested in discussing the compelling ideas that great literature explores, join our 
discussion. The Book Group meets the third Tuesday of  each month at 10:30 AM in the 
parish Living Room.  Drop-ins are always welcome. 
 

Please contact Joyce Newcomb at 847-234-6532 or JoyceRNewcomb@gmail.com for further information. 
The books are available through the Great Books Foundation.  Joyce will be ordering books on August 31. 
Cost is $ 24.95 per book.  A loaner is always available in the office. 
 

The readings through January are:  
 

The Epic of Gilgamesh [Sept 20] Prometheus Bound [Oct. 18]  Of Friendship  [Nov. 15] 
     Aeschylus    Of Solitude 
          Michel de Montaigne 
 
Pensées [Dec. 20]   Self-Reliance [Jan. 17] 
Blaise Pascal    Ralph Waldo Emerson 



 

6 

 

Families experience many crises and challenges as children are growing 
up. The Rainbows for All Children (Rainbows) program is specifically 
designed to benefit children in these situations who may be trying to 
cope alone and may not even appear to need directed help. 
 
Rainbows’ support groups can assist children grieving the loss of a 
family member or experiencing a family member going through divorce, 

significant medical condition, incarceration, military deployment or life-altering event.  The proven 
curriculum provides structured guidance to help children deal with their loss. Each age-specific group meets 
for 12-14 weeks for 30-45 minutes with a trained facilitator using group activities and discussions. Unlike 
individual therapy the Rainbows’ sessions offer healing among peers and allow children to understand that 
they are not alone. 
 
Our Rainbows program is set to get off the ground this fall.  We plan weekly sessions at 4 pm for ages 3-5 
and grades 1-8.  Each session needs a minimum number of children so we are still looking for participants.  
If you know a child (yours or someone else’s) who could take advantage of the program, contact the St. 
Elisabeth’s office for more information. 

--Glenna Foley 
 

 
After a chaotic year that has been focused on the diagnosis, treatment, and management of my chronic 
illnesses, I am ecstatic to resume my journey as the Seminarian here at St. Elisabeth’s. While I never 
officially stopped being the Seminarian here, I will be involving myself in more direct and diverse ways in 
the life of our parish to continue my preparation for the priesthood. I have learned so much from this 
congregation already, and I have many areas to continue learning about and growing in. I am so blessed to 
have Daphne and Larry guiding me with all of you here to support me along the way. I will be progressing 
in discovering my strengths and my weaknesses, and I know that finding the ways to embrace the whole of 
who I am as a minister is how I can best serve those around me. 
 

One of the things that I am most looking forward to is continuing the 
planting, budding, and flowering process of living out our mission to become 
the center on the North Shore for interfaith and intercultural understanding, 
brought forth to life by a caring and active presence. Alongside our interfaith 
and intercultural initiatives, we also have our LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender), Rainbows for All Children, and Unaffiliated Initiatives. There 
is a lot of work to be done together, but we are laying wonderful foundations 
and continuing to build on these amazing ministries that are truly touching 

the lives of people and making a difference in our community.  
 
I will take all of the experiences that we have together with me for the rest of my journey and continue to 
reflect on them and use them in my ministry. I am looking forward to the endless possibilities before us, and 
pray that God will bless this next year that we have together! 
 

In Christ’s Love, 
Dillon  
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Bill Cline married Maren Pedersen on August 13, 2016 in 
Chicago.  Congratulation to proud parents of the groom Skip & 
Linda Cline. 
 
Kudos to Austin Zimmerman who graduated from Bucknell University and started his first job in Chicago 
this summer. 
 
Phil and Nancy Miller have a new grandson Oscar Stephen Miller, born August 11 and weighing in at 7.7 
pounds and 22 inches long.  The proud first-time parents are Ross and Lani Miller. 
 
Rod Zimmerman’s father, Stan Zimmerman, died on August 21 at the age of 93.  Our sympathy to Rod and 
the Zimmerman family. 
 

 

 
Bob and his family joined St Elisabeth's in 1966.  During his years here, he gave 
generously of his time and talent.  Among other things, he served as a financial advisor 
to the church, in essence helping the church establish and then administer the Baehr 
Fund from Bill Baehr's generous bequest in 1980.  In addition he was Warden from 
1970 to 1974.  Our prayers and deepest sympathies go to his wife Nancy and their 
family. 

 
Services have been held in Naples Florida where they have been living for a number of years.  All are 
welcome as Bob's ashes are interred in St. Elisabeth's columbarium on October 8, 2016, with a coffee and 
tea reception afterwards. 
 

 

 
The LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) Ministry team invites you to a 
presentation and discussion on Sunday, October 23 during our Adult Forum 
time. Garrett Seminarian Anna Voinovich will be joining us from 11:30 AM-12:30 
PM to lead a presentation and discussion on sexual orientation and gender identity. 
The first part of the hour, Anna will lay a foundation for what many of these 
terms mean, and what the importance is for us as the church is to be engaged with 
understanding and supporting the LGBT community. She will then be answering 
questions, and would love for everyone to bring their honest questions to the 
table. We will be providing lunch and childcare, so come hungry and ready to 
learn about an incredibly important topic as we at St. Elisabeth’s continue to become a more welcoming and 
inclusive community to all of God’s children.  
 

--Dillon Shipman 
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www.steglencoe.org 

 

 

 

Regular Weekly Schedule 
 
Sundays 
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Rite I) 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 
11:00 AM Lemonade on the Lawn 
 
Mondays 
7:30 PM Boy Scout Troop 28 
8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 
Tuesdays 
7:30-8:30 AM Glencoe Roast Office Hour 
8:30-9:30 AM Lectionary Study Hour 
 

Special Events 
 
Tuesday, September 6 
 4:00 PM Rainbows for All Children 
 

Thursday, September 8 
 Soup Kitchen  
 

Wednesday, September 14 
 7:15 PM Vestry Meeting 
 

Sunday, September 18 
 Dr. Ikenye visiting St. Elisabeth’s 
 Baehr Legacy Society Dinner 
 

Saturday, October 8 
 11:00 AM Robert Gunn Interment 
 

Sunday, October 23 
 11:30 am Anna Voinovich (LGBTQ) 
 

 


