
 

1 

 
 

Hello St. Elisabeth's, 
 

I have been studying the 
Prophet Isaiah in a small group 
of Reform rabbis and 
Episcopal priests for nearly 
eight years.  We go slowly and 
carefully: the rabbis see to that.  
We Christians usually want to 
go faster.  Somehow we find a 
pace that works.  At a recent 
study, one of the rabbis asked 
another how the sign-ups were 
going for their joint trip to 
Israel in June.  It was clear that 
they needed more sign-ups.  I 
joked that maybe I could tag 
along...was there room in 
someone's suitcase? 
  
Guess what?  I'm going to Israel in June with my 
friend Rabbi Bruce Elder and a group from his 
congregation!  I've never been to Israel, and I 
greatly look forward to seeing the landscape of 
our forebears in the faith, from Abraham to 
David to Jesus.  There will be two sub-groups on 
the trip: one sub-group will be riding on the air-
conditioned bus.  I will be in the other group - the 
one wearing hiking boots, a sun hat, and what's 
called a water-bladder, walking the distances in 

the desert to the south and the 
Galilee region to the north.  I'm 
eager to feel those distances, 
temperatures, and inclines by 
being outside and on my feet, like 
our ancestors. 
 
When I asked the wardens if I 
could miss two weeks of work at 
St. Elisabeth's for this trip, they 
wisely saw this trip for me not as 
a vacation but as the pilgrimage 
that it is.  I intend to bring 
something of it back to share 
with our congregation.  I promise 

to share some eReflections in this 
space. 
  

And: I view this as a tremendous gift to be able to 
go with a group of Jewish people from Glencoe.  
What a gift from God to be able to grow more 
deeply in intercultural and interfaith 
understanding, all in one swoop. 
  
Would anyone else like to come?  Bruce has 
assured me there would be room if one or more 
St. Elisabeth's people would like to come too.  We 
fly June 18, for two weeks. 
 
Shalom, 

 

The next opportunity for baptism is Feast of Pentecost, 
May 15.  If you desire baptism for yourself or your child, 
please speak to Daphne Cody.  

Me with Rabbi Bruce Elder on his 
bimah, during our Pulpit/Bimah 

Swap with Congregation Hakafa on 
April 15. 
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It’s April 6 and I am 
staring at a complicated 
itinerary for a trip starting 
in two days.  It involves a 
long flight, a boat, and 
many stops.  Most people 
would be full of 
excitement at the sight of 
this list but I am staring at 
it dazed and glassy-eyed. 
 
This journey was 
supposed to take place a 
year ago.  However, my 

husband Pete had a non-urgent surgery that 
suddenly landed him in intensive care.  Our trip was 
canceled and our den transformed into rehab 
central.   
 
This detour was unfortunate but had unforeseen 
benefits.  For one thing, it brought our family closer 
together.  Seeing their dad laid low for the first time 
had a huge effect on our kids.  They seemed to 
mature and blossom before our very eyes, ready at 
every moment with love and sympathy and 
understanding. 
 
Once Pete got back on his feet, he immediately 
started planning another trip.  He couldn’t wait to 
make new travel arrangements.  I felt less sanguine 
about it.  As they say, once burned, twice shy.  But 
travel is an adventure, even – or especially – if the 
itinerary includes Belgium. 
 
With my stress level escalating to new heights, I 
tried to master every detail of our trip preparations 
from bill paying to mail stop, cell phone plans, 
newspaper holds, plant watering, and so on.  I 
thought to myself, maybe if I master all these 
details, I can control the outcome, except  of course 
for little things like health, weather, and problems in 
Europe. 
 
The fact is, we really can’t control much.  But we 
still make plans. 
 

In some cases, they’re big plans, like our strategy for 
interfaith and intercultural understanding.  We now 
have several strategic initiatives percolating along.  
Another session of Kaleidescope training has been 
scheduled,  Interfaith has plans to welcome Rabbi 
Moffic, the refurbished labyrinth is open to any and 
all, and Rainbows is ready to start.  A lot of time 
and effort has gone into preparing these worthwhile 
programs.   
 
Despite all our work, we can’t know for sure what 
will come of it.  Rainbows has four facilitators who 
have done the training and secured the materials for 
the course, yet so far, not enough children have 
signed up to start the program.  It’s been a lot of 
work.  Still, I think the facilitators will agree it’s 
been worth the effort.  Because when the children 
do come, you can bet they will be ready and waiting.  
 
It’s hard to prepare for everything and then sit and 
wait.  And it makes me wonder – what if we didn’t 
make those plans and preparations?  
 
For instance, what if I didn’t make plans for our 
trip?  I could stay put and be safe and not go 
anywhere.  The church could stay put and be safe 
too.  We could tuck away all our plans and projects 
and remain right where we are.  
 
What I’ve learned from my years at St E’s and more 
recently from our mokita work –  mokitas being 
those things we don’t talk about – is that we don’t 
want to do that.  In fact, we can’t do that – not in 
this day and age, not if we want to grow in love and 
understanding, not if our mission remains to radiate 
God’s love within and beyond our red doors. Our 
plans may not always be perfect, and there may be 
detours along the way, but that’s okay.  That’s how 
we grow.  And remember that other part of our 
mission statement: “we at St E’s share an 
adventurous spirit”.  Okay,I admit it, some of us are 
more adventurous than others.  But right now I’m 
ready for an adventure - and I hope you are too.  
 

-- Kay Rossiter, Sr. Warden 
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St. Elisabeth's Families and Friends, 

I have enjoyed growing alongside of each and every one of you over the last two and 
a half years. As I face the end of my degree and am looking forward to the next 
chapter in my life, it is with both sadness and excitement that I share this news. 
Beginning in August of 2016, I will be a Resident Chaplain at Gundersen Health 
System - a faith based system located in La Crosse, WI. I am very excited about this 
upcoming opportunity and look forward to continuing to pursue my calling through 
this health system. It is also a joy to share with all of you that I have been granted 
Local Pastor Licensure in the United Methodist Church - one more step closer to full 
ordination as an Elder in the UMC. 

Many of you know that I have been working for NorthShore as an on-call chaplain for the past two years. 
Throughout this time, I have been refining gifts in pastoral care, grief work, end of life care and trauma. 
Throughout this experience, St. Elisabeth's has remained a steadfast community in which I have found 
comfort and grace. I have had the privilege of watching the children of this community grow and mature in 
such beautiful ways. I have been blessed to be witness to their individual journeys, as they have learned and 
internalized pieces of the Divine Mystery that we all desire to know more fully. 

I cannot begin to describe the impact that your overwhelming generosity and love has meant to me 
throughout our ministry together. This community has invited me into a space of abundance - an abundance 
of love, of grace and of fearless journeying. It is with a sad, but full heart that I am taking this next step. 

In the Grips of God's Grace, 

 
Miss Anitta 

 
 
 

NOTE: May 15 is the regular annual Children's 
Sunday, and Anitta and the children are busy at 
work to prepare to tell us the Pentecost story and 
to help in the liturgy in the big church.  There 
will e a way for every child to participate on that 
day.  Then May 22 is Anitta's last Sunday at St. 
Elisabeth's and the day we send her off with a 
blessing during the 10:00 service and with a 
coffee hour.  Please plan to come and offer your 
well-wishes and blessings to Anitta those Sunday 
mornings. 
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Happy Spring from Glencoe Montessori!  Just a little note letting you all 

know how very happy and welcome we feel, and have always felt, here at St. 

Elisabeth’s.  I’m so happy and excited to report that Glencoe Montessori is 

flourishing and doing beautifully.  We are very close to full enrollment in both 

of our classrooms, for the 2016-2017 school year.  In addition to our morning 

programs for 3-6 year olds, and our Full Day Kindergarten program, we are excited to announce that we will 

be extending our hours next year to support full day / childcare.  I truly believe it takes a village to raise our 

children, in this world that we live in today.  Please know that we consider this beautiful space here at St. 

Elisabeth’ s, and the support from your church family, to be part of this village. 

 

Maria Montessori believed that the biggest benefit of Montessori education is that it teaches children how to 

learn instead of what to learn.  This instills in them a life-long love of learning, which will prepare children 

to successfully go in any direction their skills and interests may take them. 

 

--Jennifer Van Cleave 

Glencoe Montessori Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
God’s blessings upon Alexander Landen who was baptized Easter morning, March 27, 2016. 
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Volunteer Sign Up 
Spring is here and our next opportunity to support homeless families through 
Family Promise is just around the corner.  Mark your calendar now and plan to 
serve as an evening host, help to prepare a dinner, or stay overnight at the 
church during the week of May 8th!  St Elisabeth’s will again partner with St. 
Augustine’s in Wilmette.  
 

You may remember Ebony and her daughter and 3 teenage boys – 
they have recently graduated from the program and are now housed 
in their own apartment.  Currently, there are two families with a 
total of 4 young children and 3 adults.  Of course, the guests can 
change before or during our hosting week. 
 
A link to the electronic sign-up will be provided in the weekly 
eReflection and Chuck will be circulating at coffee hour with his 
ipad ready to sign you up!  If you have questions, contact 
coordinators Sarah Begor or Chuck Chadd.   
 
 

 
Appreciation Party 
On Sunday evening May 15 our coordinators, Sarah and Chuck, are partnering with the St. Augustine 
coordinators, Julia and Kathy, to host a casual supper in appreciation for all that our volunteers have done 
to make our experience with Family Promise so great.  Let Sarah or Chuck know if you will be able to come 
to St. Augustine’s on Sunday, May 15 at 5 PM for a casual supper and fellowship. 
 

-- Sarah Begor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REMINDER:  our next Soup Kitchen date is 
Thursday, May 12.  We need volunteers, for both 
lunch preparation and dinner preparation and serving. 
Please let us know.  Sign up at the church, or contact 
John Tuohy or Chuck Chadd. 
 
 

Daphne on her Family Promise host cot. 
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What does it mean to be an Easter person?  At St. Elisabeth’s each year, several 
people are invited to share some stepping stones of their life’s journey and make 
connections about God’s promise of resurrection and redemption in their lives.  
Sunday Forums begin about 11:20 and go until 12:00 Noon in the Living Room. 
 May 1 – Dillon Shipman 
 May 8 – Carla Arnell 
 
Mac DuBose started us off on April 24, 2016.  We still have two more stories to hear. 
 

--Larry Handwerk  
For the Sunday Forum 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Jason Cody, Kay Rossiter, Larry Handwerk, Buzz 
Thornton, Glenna Foley, and Nancy and Peter 
Wittleder were among the busy beavers on Spring 
Clean Up Day April 23, 2016.  Sacristy, closets, 
shrubs, hoses, church lighting and many other small 
jobs were tackled with aplomb.  Thank you, all. 

 
Mark your calendars  

for our Annual Parish Picnic on 
June 5 after the 10:00 AM service 

 
Sign Ups will start on May 15. 

 

 
“Phil on the Grill” 

 

  



 

7 

 

(Left)Congratulations to fifth grader Lizzy Arnell who was 

commissioned as an acolyte at St. Elisabeth’s on April 24, 2016. 

 

 

(Right) 

Congratulations to Lily Generes 

who received communion for the 

first time on April 10, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(above) the new sign for the labyrinth 

 

(left) the new sign on Vernon Avenue 

 

 

Next time you’re in Glencoe, drive around the block and check out our new signage!  As part of our 

Warmth & Safety campaign of 2013-14, clear signage was a priority and it has finally come to fruition.  

Directional signs, the new St. Elisabeth’s logo, and flexibility to swap out portions of the main sign are 

valued features.  Thank you to the Signage Committee for all your hard work.  Mac DuBose (head), Daphne 

Cody, Larry Handwerk and Jill McOmber. 

 

Photo Credit to David Graver 
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www.steglencoe.org 

 

 

 

Regular Weekly Schedule 
 
Sundays 
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Rite I) 
9:50 AM Children’s Education 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 
11:00 AM Coffee Hour 
 
Mondays 
7:30 PM Boy Scout Troop 28 
8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 
Tuesdays 
7:30-8:30 AM Glencoe Roast Office Hour 
8:30-9:30 AM Lectionary Study Hour 
 

Special Events 
 
Sunday, May 8 to 15 
 Family Promise Week at St. Augustine’s 
 

Wednesday, May 11 
 7:15 PM Vestry Meeting  
 

Thursday, May 12 
 Soup Kitchen 
 

Saturday, May 14 
 8:00 AM Kaleidoscope Training 
 

Tuesday, May 17 
 10:30 AM St. E’s Book Discussion Group 
 

Wednesday, May 18 
 10:00 AM Communications Meeting 
 

 


