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Dear Friends, 
 
Why go to Sunday worship at church?  I 
remember an unaffiliated person telling me they 
stopped going to church because they didn’t get 
anything out of it.  I wish I 
had asked what it was they 
had been looking for that 
they didn’t get.   
 
One of you told me once 
that you go to church on 
Sundays to get your sense of 
hope back, or as you put it, 
“a dose of hope.”  And I 
have to say I agree: that we 
get that dose of hope from 
the stories, the songs, and 
from one another.  Even if 
we told no stories that week, 
even if we sang no songs, we would yearn for a 
dose of hope from the people gathered for God. 
 
So we go to church not to get something, but to 
be something for others.  A presence.  You might 
be the person that another person needs to see 
that day, a reminder that they’re not alone.  
Imagine an uncertain parent gets up the courage  
 
 
 

 
 
to try church because it’s Lent, so they get the 
child in the car, and they come.  When they come,  
I trust that God will meet them here in some way, 
and maybe the stories and the music will convey 

everything that person needs.  
And how much more will 
they be comforted if they see 
other parents here, and other 
children, and older people, 
and younger people, the 
generations.  And that’s us.  
We are it. 
 
Which of you, on deciding to 
come on a Sunday needing a 
dose of hope, would be glad 
to see God’s love in the face 
of another person who also 
decided to come?  Then how 

much more glad would be the one who has 
arrived fearful or brokenhearted, longing for God, 
to see a crowd?  
 
A holy Lent to all of you, 
 

 
 

  

Sunday, March 13 
Move your clocks ahead 1 Hour, 

Daylight Savings Time Begins 
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Mokita: a Papua New Guinea 
word for “elephant in the room” 
 
My mom broke her right arm in 
December.  This produced a 
cascade of events that some of 
you may have experience with.  
Because of her age and 
preexisting health issues, 

recuperation was challenging.  Mom had lots of 
great care from family and caregivers and we 
figured she would be fine.  Unfortunately, little 
attention was paid to the ”elephant in the room”, 
i.e. what happens if she’s not fine?  Can she return 
to her apartment, will she need full-time help, what 
are her options? 
 
All of this transpired around the same time that we 
were preparing for the Annual Meeting at St 
Elisabeth’s.  A lot of important business was 
covered at the meeting.  The treasurer, the budget 
chair, the Rector and Warden all presented their 
reports.  Other reports by staff and church leaders 
were printed in the booklet.  We voted on the new 
slate of Vestry members and Diocesan Delegates.  
These are things that we do every year.  Then we 
did something new that I call the “elephant in the 
room” activity. 
 
We didn’t know what to expect.  Daphne and I 
participated in this activity at a Diocesan retreat that 
Junior Warden Glenna Foley missed, so naturally 
we assigned her the job of explaining it.  The 
hardest piece of this was defining “mokita”.  
Glenna expertly explained that a mokita is a Papua 
New Guinea word for a truth that nobody wants to 
talk about.  What we wanted to know is, would we 
trust each other enough to share our mokitas?  
 
Everyone at the meeting was invited to talk to their 
neighbors and discuss issues at St Elisabeth’s that 
they felt needed to be brought out into the open.  
Next we were asked to write them down on paper 
and toss them into a basket while shouting out our 
mokitas – at least that was the plan.  Now the 
question was, would it work? 

As the basket was passed around the room, no one 
held back.  Mokitas were shouted out, some short, 
some lengthy, some recent, some that have been 
brewing a long time.  Judging by the response, we 
have a lot of trust in our parish.  And that is a very 
good thing.  On first glance, this activity might 
seem like a big risk to take - but it’s this very risk-
taking that is a sign of health and strength in a 
parish. It might seem easier to let those mokitas sit, 
but in the long run, we know what will happen: the 
elephant will just get bigger and bigger.  And it 
never goes away on its own. 
 
Now that the mokitas are out in the open, what’s 
next?  There are several possibilities.  One is to 
explore what themes might exist.  Another is to 
host a forum after church.  We are not yet certain 
where this journey will take us.  But we are grateful 
to know that St E’s is a place of trust and we are 
eager to see where God leads us.  We hope God 
will lead us into further conversation amongst 
ourselves, be it before church or at coffee hour or 
wherever we happen to be.  One thing’s for certain: 
the Vestry will be talking about our mokitas and we 
hope you will to. 
 
In the meantime, I’m glad to say that in my mom’s 
case, we faced the elephant in the room and found a 
good solution that she is happy with.  It took a lot 
of patience and cooperation.   
 
This process will too.  Someone recently asked me 
“What are you planning to do about our mokitas?” 
That is a good question.  I would amend it to, 
“What are WE planning to do about our mokitas?”  
My guess is it will take some serious cooperation 
and trust.  With God’s help, I think we’re up to it.  
Certainly, the last thing we want to do is ignore the 
elephant in the room, no matter what it may be.  So 
take a chance and share your mokita.  It’s worth the 
risk. 
 

--Kay Rossiter, Sr Warden 
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Robert Fisher, Libby Hinds and Susan Newcomb — are not newcomers to service at St. Elisabeth’s.  Each 
has served on the vestry once before and each is an active participant in church activities. 
 
 

Robert first started coming to St. E’s in 2003 after attending the funeral of Jim 
O’Neil, a close family friend and godfather to his former wife. As Robert explains it, 
he soon learned that St. Elisabeth’s is a place where people who respect each other 
can have spirited debate without rancor. It is a wonderful place to be, he said, and I 
am happy to give back. In addition to his former three year term on the vestry, Robert 
has served as head of Building and Grounds as well as serving as an usher, lector, and 
at Soup Kitchen and Family Promise.  
 

He met Eve Thornton at St. E’s and the rest, as they say, is history.  On May 27th, 
2012 he and Eve were married here. Together they have a blended family of eight 

children, seven daughters and one son. The four oldest, now adults, are on their own while the four 
youngest—Isabelle, Lily, Will and Anne—are hanging out with Robert and Eve. Love of family is his top 
priority. Robert is also an avid fan of Shakespeare, sports, bicycling, and humor in general. “I like a good 
story,” he said.  
 
 

Libby came back to St. Elisabeth’s nearly two years ago. She first attended in the 
70’s and 80’s when she was living in Glencoe, raising two daughters, and working 
for the village. She was a paramedic in Glencoe for 14 years before becoming an 
administrative assistant in the Public Safety Department.  She served her first term 
on the vestry in the 70’s, and her daughters, Susanna and Grace, were among the 
first girl acolytes at St. E’s.  When Libby moved to Northbrook, she began 
attending St. Giles Episcopal Church but returned here for the 8:00 Sunday service. 
 

Happy to be back, Libby volunteers for St. Elisabeth’s Soup Kitchen program and 
is a member of the altar guild.  In addition, she volunteers at the Village Treasure 
House in Glenview. Sponsored by the Glenview Community Church, the store 
sells high end furniture and accessories on consignment and has given away over 
$2,000,000 to Women and Children in Crises.  Being of service is second nature to Libby but she is taking a 
short break to recover from recent knee surgery. 
 
 

Susan first came to St. Elisabeth’s in 2003 when the Revs. Phil and Polly Kasey 
baptized Mimi, her and her husband Jim’s youngest daughter.  Later when Mimi 
and her elder sister Sarah began asking questions about God, Susan returned and 
became an active member of the parish. Since 2006 Susan has served a three and a 
half year term on the vestry, attended the Diocesan Convention as a delegate 
several times, and been a member of the parish’s Thrive team, a two year Diocese 
of Chicago program on leadership. Susan serves as a lay reader takes communion 
to home-bound members of St. Elisabeth’s. 
 

Susan enjoys her life as the mother of two teenagers and likes to participate in their 
adventures. In addition to volunteering at St. Elisabeth’s, Susan is serving on the 
Wilmette League of Women’s Voters board. Add an energetic silky terrier into the 

mix and you have a busy, committed member of St. Elisabeth’s. 
--Joyce Newcomb  
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Trevor McOmber presents the budget to the  
January 31 Annual Meeting of the congregation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Scoutmasters Tom Temple (left) and Mike Falduto bring Anne Tuohy  
up to speed on Troop 28 at the February 7 Scout Sunday coffee hour. 

Dillon Shipman helps Kay Rossiter sing  
the Senior Warden’s report. 
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 Come join the wonderful group of people who meet to dialogue around 
the worship planning process. Those that gather together for these 
meetings work to ensure that worship here at St. Elisabeth’s is always 
moving forward in a positive way, and moving forward smoothly. We have 
dynamic conversations about how we can worship in new ways, and how 
we preserve traditions that are very meaningful to us. Our next meeting 
will be Tuesday, March 1 at 7:00 PM in the Living Room. We’ll be looking 
toward Holy Week and Easter planning, discussion about the Christus Rex 
(large wooden cross behind the altar in the church,) and taking a look at 
the worship styles we employ here at St. E’s. Contact Dillon 
(dshipman2010@gmail.com) if you have any questions. 

 
--Dillon Shipman 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The next opportunity for baptism is Easter Day, 

March 27, 2016 and Feast of Pentecost, May 15. 
 

If you desire baptism for yourself or your child, 
please speak to Daphne Cody.

 
Over thirty people stopped by the corner of South, 

Greenwood, and Hawthorn Avenues to receive 
Ashes to Go on Ash Wednesday, February 10.  

Many others honked their horns in support. 
 

-- Daphne Cody 
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First Prize was a Jesus Christ bobblehead. 
 

Won by Susan Newcomb. 
 
Second Prize was “St.E” coasters 
 

Won by Mae Cody. 
 
They both got 15 correct out of 17 baby pictures.  
The tie was broken by who put their entry in first. 
 
 
 
 

Recent conversations among some of the old time 
regulars in the soup kitchen effort resulted in a 
quite remarkable although inexact history:  this 
mission goes back approximately 25 years to - we 
think - 1991!    Parishioner Susan Whipple 
presented the idea to the Vestry, suggesting that we 
prepare gourmet delights for the folks at First 
United Methodist Church in Evanston.   A group 
of enthusiastic folks, led we think by Sam and 
Anne Badger and Dick and Nancy Baughman,  
took up the banner, figuring out what and where to 
buy, what to cook, and lining up volunteers.  They 
decided to downplay the “gourmet” - otherwise 
known as labor intensive - dishes and establish a 
model where most foods are purchased and 
contributions solicited to cover the cost.  Space 
prevents naming all the individuals who have enlivened this mission over time, so suffice it for us to express 
gratitude for long and steadfast effort by many.  In view of this long effort, we will be celebrating later this 
year this remarkable continuous involvement. 
 
Our participation is in the every-Thursday-of-the-year soup kitchen hosted by the First United Methodist 
Church in Evanston. We provide the food and volunteers, six times a year. Other Christian and Jewish 
congregations handle the other Thursdays.  We aim to provide 100 diners with a hot dinner and a sack 
lunch for the following day.   We purchase most of the food, and add in some home cooked specialties.  A 
pool of volunteers make sack lunches and serve the dinner, and each time we see a different mix, as 
individuals’ schedules vary.  It’s not nuclear science, and we welcome newcomers to the team; coaching is 
happily provided!  And we are grateful for the contributions we receive to cover the cost of the meals and 
lunches. 
 
Our next assigned date is Thursday, March 10.  Please help us to carry on this great tradition!  Sign up at the 
church, or contact me at JohnLTuohy62@gmail.com. 

--John Tuohy 
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Thank you to everyone 
that bought baked goods 
or donated to Erika's 
Lighthouse on February 
14.  I raised $263!  Your 
money will go to help 
educate teens about 
mental health. Erika’s 
Lighthouse does great 
work and all your 
donations are very much 
appreciated. 
 

--Mimi Newcomb 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------cut here----------------------------------------------------------- 

Easter Flowers & Music 

I WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO: 

$_________ EASTER FLOWERS         &/or            $_________ EASTER MUSIC 

 

In memory of: ______________________________________________________________________ 

In Thanksgiving for: _________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Given by: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Please Note: Please print legibly.  Easter is on March 27, 2016.  To endure your tribute is listed in the bulletin, return 
this form with your donation check to the church office not later than Friday, March 18.   

Please write “Easter Flowers & Music” in the memo line of your check.  Thank you. 
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www.steglencoe.org 

 

 

 

 

Regular Weekly Schedule 
 
Sundays 
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Rite I) 
9:50 AM Children’s Education 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 
11:00 AM Lemonade on the Lawn 
 
Mondays 
8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 
Tuesdays 
7:30-8:30 AM Glencoe Roast Office Hour 
8:30-9:30 AM Lectionary Study Hour 
 

Special Events 
Tuesday, March 1 
 7:00 pm Worship Planning Meeting 
 
Monday, March 7 
 5:30 – 7:30 pm Scout Spaghetti Dinner 
   at Glencoe Union 
 
Thursday, March 10 
 Soup Kitchen 
 
Friday to Saturday, March 11-12 
 Vestry Retreat  
 
Tuesday, March 15 
 10:30 AM St. E’s Book Discussion Group 
 

 


