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Happy New Year, everyone, 
 
And a blessed Epiphany season 
to you too!  In Epiphany 
season, we celebrate how Jesus 
was revealed to the “nations” 
(ethnoi in Greek).  What we 
mean is that we believe our 
many-named God is the God of 
all peoples, from all tribes and 
languages and cultural 
backgrounds.  That’s why 
during Epiphany season at the 
10 am Sunday services we use songs, themes, and 
prayers, when possible, from other cultures 
(though we do stick with Christian expressions 
for worship). 
 
On Christmas Eve, my main sermon theme was 
about empathy, commonly understood as the 
ability to imagine walking in someone else’s shoes.  
I preached about how empathy is on the decline 
in the technological age, even though it’s vital for 
holding together human communities.  I preached 
about how church is a place to practice our 
empathy skills, to teach our children and youth 

empathy, and to hear ancient stories of heroic 
empathy.  Christmas is a particular 
sign of divine empathy: God 
revealed in Jesus the divine ability 
to walk in human shoes.  It’s a 
groundbreaking concept. 
 
It seems even more important 
these days for those of us in 
powerful countries and 
communities to be able to imagine 
walking in the shoes of those 
going through difficult times, or 

to imagine walking in the shoes of those who lack 
power and influence.  What is it like to be a Syrian 
refugee?  A frightened police officer?  An African 
American teen boy?  A child who has lost a 
parent? 
 
We get chances sometimes during worship at St. 
Elisabeth’s to try out, in a non-threatening 
atmosphere, the ways some of our Christian 
brothers and sisters in other places worship God.  
During Epiphany, when we remember the foreign 
visitors who came to see baby Jesus, we are even 
more intentional about exposure to other 
“foreign” forms.  For example, this Epiphany 
we’re going to try a Eucharistic Prayer that uses 
the Saranam tune.  This tune comes from 
Christian communities of the Punjab region of 
India and Pakistan.  The prayer is adapted for 
English language, but it imports a meditative lilt 
that’s quite different from the Gregorian 
plainsong chant we’re used to.  What effect will it 
have on us? 
 
May we all grow in generosity, kindness, and 
empathy together this year. 
 
Blessings for 2016, 
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Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Over the last few weeks, the children and I have 
gathered around the Advent Wreath to explore the 
stories surrounding the coming of Christ into this 
world. We spoke of the “mystery” of Christmas and 
how Advent, is the church’s way of preparing to 
enter this mystery. 
 
When we lit the first candle, we remembered the 
prophets. We learned that prophets are people who 
are so close to God, they can almost reach out to 
touch God. We wondered who might be a prophet 
today.  
 
When we lit the second candle, we remembered 
Mary, Joseph and the donkey. We talked about their 
long walk and how Mary’s feet were probably very 
tired. Some of us thought that she probably rode 
the donkey. Others thought it might have been hard 
for Mary to ride a donkey when she was pregnant. 
We wondered how long it took Mary and Joseph to 
walk to Bethlehem. 
 
On the third Sunday of Advent, we remembered 
the shepherds standing in the fields, guarding their 
flocks. We thought about how the angels appeared 
to them. Some of us would have been excited to see 
the angels. Some others thought it might be scary. 
We wondered what the shepherds would have felt. 
 
On the fourth Sunday of Advent, we 
remembered the magi. We learned that the magi 
were very wise, so wise that some people thought 
that they were magic. The magi came from far, 
far away. We think maybe they missed the birth 
of Jesus, but we were happy to know that they 
came anyway! 
 
As a church, we heard about and saw some of 
these characters represented by the children in 

our annual Christmas Eve Pageant. As the children 
embodied these characters, one new thing that 
struck me from the pageant was the amount of 
walking that had to be done! Of course, we know 
that there were no cars in the biblical narrative. 
However, as I watched each child walk on to and 
off of stage, I considered the depth of faith that 
each person at the Nativity must have carried. 
 
For most people, a trip to Bethlehem was not the 
same as a two-hour car ride to Aunt Sally’s on 
Christmas Day. Instead, it was weeks of time away 
from home, work and family. It involved long, 
sandy walks, up hills and steep streets, down into 
valleys and across desert like land and oasis towns. 
Despite the hard journey, we have an account of the 
birth of Christ, which tells us that these people were 
ready to enter the mystery, to witness the presence 
of the Christ child. How wonderful is that?! 
 
If you were unable to be with us, read Luke 2:1-20. 
This story has been told for almost 2,000 years. Yet, 
every time I read our witness this text, I find 
something new. What was new for you this year? 
 
In the Grip of God's Grace, 
Miss Anitta 
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As of Christmas Eve, we had 51 pledges for a total of $209,905.  That includes 2 new 
pledges, 2 “restored” pledges, and the loss of 5 pledges.  Of the returning pledges 
from 2015, 20 were increased, 2 decreased, and 25 stayed the same.  It is important to 
note that 100% of staff and 100% of vestry pledged for 2016. 
 
Thank you to all who pledged for 2016 and for all the ways you contribute to the 
vibrancy of St. Elisabeth’s. 

 
 
 
 

As part of our ongoing Interfaith efforts, a special 
guest will be joining us on January 10 at the 10:00 
service - Rhonda McCarty from Hands of Peace.  
Hands of Peace is an interfaith 
organization developing 
peacebuilding and leadership 
skills in Israeli, Palestinian and 
American teens through the 
power of dialogue and personal 
relationships. The organization 
was founded in 2002 by three 
Chicago-area women (one 
Christian, one Jewish and one 
Muslim)  who started by offering an intense, two-
week long, dialogue-based Summer Program for a 
small number of teens.   These programs rely 
heavily on volunteer support. One of their greatest 

needs is for families to host the participants who are 
here from Israel and Palestine for the summer 
program. She will address the congregation during 

church, as well as be available 
afterwards to answer questions. 
For more information about 
Hands of Peace and how you 
can get involved, check out 
their website at 
www.handsofpeace.org.  
 
We look forward to seeing as 
many of you there as possible, 

 
--Tom Flocco 

 
 
 
 

 
The Annual Meeting of St. Elisabeth’s Church will be held on Sunday, 
January 31, 2016, following the 10:00 am service.   
 
We will review the budget for 2016, elect new vestry, and hear about the 
new plans for our mission together. 
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Congratulations to all at St. Elisabeth’s!!  It was again my pleasure 

to coordinate this for another year.  We succeeded in collecting 64 

boxes for all the families that were initially assigned to us by 

ReVive. 

 

This year, any checks or Jewel gift cards were either in the boxes, 

sealed or delivered separately so were not explicitly calculable.  We 

delivered the 64 boxes to: 0 seniors and 24 families plus five 

additional families for a grand total of 66 people.*  

 

Very special thanks to Rich Lesperance for helping to load the truck.  

A special thanks to any of you who made extra donations to the 

Cathedral Shelter to defray the overhead costs of running this 

program. 

--Rene Surgi   

 

*Five additional families whose boxes were dropped off at St 

Elisabeth’s by other sponsors in Glencoe were transported to ReVive along with our scheduled pickup. 

The family member count was not provided and is not included in the 66 count. 
 
 
 

The Alter family Hall & Anne Healy 
Carol Archie The Lake/Lesperance family   

The Arnell/Lucas family LGBT Initiative team 

Sam & Nancy Badger Stephanie Mackiewicz 

The Baehr Fund Trustees Trevor & Jill McOmber 

Jim & Polly Baur Jim & Susan Newcomb 

The Cody family Peter & Kay Rossiter 

The Choir Rainbow Initiative team 

Mac DuBose Linda Staubitz 

The Fischer/Thornton family Sunday School 

Dorothy Generes The Tilton/Kohl family 

Tasker Generes John & Anne Tuohy 

Sally Graver The Vestry 

Larry & Vicki Handwerk The Zimmerman family 

 

 

 For the 2016 coffee hour, the sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the hall.  We need help to 

make sure this “eighth sacrament” of the church is offered on Sundays. 
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St. Elisabeth’s busy at work on the first Sunday of Advent 
making Advent wreaths. 
 
Wondering what to do with the plastic bowl you used to make 
your Advent Wreath?  Please bring it back to the church for 
next year’s supply.  Leave it on the kitchen window sill. 
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We bid farewell to the Weiss family (David, Liza, Louise, Robert, and Jane) as they set out for new 
adventures in St. Louis, Missouri.  Their new address is: 17 Picardy Lane, St. Louis, MO 63124 and for now 
they have their same email.  Godspeed in your new surroundings in 2016, Weisses! 
 

 
Thursday, January 14, 2016.  We need helping hands to pack 100 
lunches during the afternoon and we need servers (ages 5 and up) to 
help serve 80 – 90 diners ham, turkey, beans, and salad during the 
supper hour at the First Methodist Church of Evanston.  After 
everyone is served, we go for pizza together.  Sign-up sheets are on the 
bulletin board, and for more information contact John Tuohy at 
JohnLTuohy62@gmail.com. 
 

--John Tuohy 
 
 

 
Family Promise – February 21 – 28, 2016.  
Sadly, families with children account for 50% of America’s homeless.  These 
families live and work in relative obscurity; they may have become homeless 
due to housing, healthcare, or financial crisis.  Many have exhausted their 
network of family and friends whom they turn to for help.  That’s when you 
can make a difference in their lives and demonstrate that you care for them.  
Mark your calendar now and plan to serve as an evening host, help to prepare a dinner, or stay overnight at 
the church during the week of Feb. 21st!  St Elisabeth’s will again partner with St. Augustine’s in Wilmette.  
It’s not too early to notify coordinators Sarah Begor or Chuck Chadd if you would like to participate. 
 

--Sarah Begor 
 
 

 
 The Book Discussion Group, which is usually the third Tuesday of the month, will be the 
second Tuesday this month, on January 12, at 10:30 am in the Living Room.  Participants, 
please make a note of it.  Call me with questions at 847-234-6532. 

-- Joyce Newcomb 
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Saint Paul AME Church invites the community to an afternoon 
of community fellowship in remembrance and celebration of the 
life and ministry of Martin Luther King Jr. on Sunday, January 
17 at 3:00 pm.  
 
Saint Paul’s is located at 336 Washington Street in Glencoe. For 
more information, call 847-835-4421 or visit www.stpaulamec-
glencoe.com. 
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www.steglencoe.org 

 

 

 

 

Regular Weekly Schedule 
 
Sundays 
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Rite I) 
9:50 AM Children’s Education 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 
11:00 AM Coffee Hour 
 
Mondays 
8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 
Tuesdays 
7:30-8:30 AM Glencoe Roast Office Hour 
8:30-9:30 AM Lectionary Study Hour 
 

Special Events 
 
Tuesday, January 12 
 10:30 AM St. E’s Book Discussion Group 
 7:30 pm Buildings & Grounds Meeting 
 

Wednesday, January 13 
 7:15 PM Vestry Meeting 
 

Thursday, January 14 
 Soup Kitchen 
 

Friday, January 15 
 Deadline for annual meeting reports 
 

Sunday, January 31 
 Annual Meeting 
 

 


