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Dear Friends, 
 
Ash Wednesday is on February 
10 this year, and thus will start the 
Season of Lent.  One way we 
mark off Lent in church on 
Sunday mornings is by offering 
two periods of silence following 
each of the first two readings.  Of 
course in Glencoe during the day, 
even on a Sunday morning, 
silence is not silence.  Outside 
we’ll hear people, dogs, cars, airplanes, and the 
occasional siren.  Inside we’ll hear sniffs and 
shuffles of the other people, the whirr of the 
organ bellows, the whoosh of the church’s sump 
pump.  By late in Lent, hopefully we’ll get to hear 
some birds! 
 
So silence for us is not so much about absolute 
freedom from sound, it’s instead a chance for us 
to quiet ourselves and be aware of our 
surroundings, to listen for the world around us, to 
hear the murmurings of our spirits and hearts.  
Maybe someone will hear an urging from God. 

 
Some of us get silence all the 
time, and we’re comfortable 
with it.  Some of us crave and 
miss silence in a very busy and 
noisy world.  Some of us dread 
silence.  We usually fill church 
with music and words, and fill 
coffee hour with laughter and 
chatter.  Stopping the music and 
the words, the laughter and 
chatter, is a different experience, 

a different vibe.  Our culture sometimes invites a 
“moment of silence” to remember someone who 
has died, or for a tragic event.  At St. Elisabeth’s, 
our minute of silence after each reading is a 
chance for us to practice together what it means 
simply to listen. 
 
Silence doesn’t mean sadness.  And it’s not the 
same as solitude.  And silence doesn’t even mean 
you have to be physically still!  It’s okay to move.  
If you need to move your hands, trace a finger 
labyrinth or trace the cross on the cover of the 
red Prayer Book.  If you need to stand up and 
stretch or go somewhere, just try to do it quietly.  
Try to keep your bulletin or papers quiet, but you 
don’t have to do so perfectly.  If a child talks or 
verbalizes, that’s okay too – this might be new for 
them, and everyone understands that. 
 
Let our quietness during Lent be a practice of 
inward and outward listening, a reminder to 
breathe deeply, a chance to learn or notice 
something new. 
 
Grace and peace, 
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Recently the leaders 
of the BHAG 
initiatives and then 
the members of the 
Vestry took time to 
assess BHAG 
progress.  In 
particular, we tried 
to answer the 

question, What kind of impact has the whole 
BHAG had on you as a parishioner, on our church, 
and on our community? But before I reflect on the 
results of that, let me review what I mean by 
BHAG.   
 
BHAG is the acronym for Big Hairy Audacious 
Goal which came out of a Vestry retreat in 2013.  
The goal itself was, “To become THE place on the 
North Shore for Interfaith and Intercultural 
Understanding brought to life by a caring and active 
presence in our community.”  Five initiatives grew 
out of that goal. These were:  

 Interfaith Understanding 

 Intercultural Understanding 

 Connecting with the Unaffiliated 

 LGBTQ Understanding 

 Rainbows for all Children/Children 
experiencing loss 

 
For the past 2 years these initiatives have been 
incorporated into various activities, forums, Voice 
articles, sermons and projects.  Whether you 
participated in some, none, or all of these, you 
probably have some sense of how they have 
affected us.  Regardless of whether particular 
initiatives met their specific objectives, engaged 
church members, resulted in completed projects, 
etc., the focus of the question was meant to be 
more inclusive.  I thought the exercise was 
worthwhile. 
 

My conclusion is that it’s easy to sit back and let 
others deal with issues we often see discussed in the 
media each day.  These ideas can be ignored 
because they aren’t part of our own day-to-day lives.  
They aren’t in our neighborhoods or families so we 
can ignore them.  It’s easy to assume that all people 
living in Glencoe are either Jewish or Christian and 
that Muslins or people of other religions must live 
somewhere else.  My family has no gay members 
that I know of.  Race relations are not a major 
problem in my Lake Forest neighborhood.  Many 
of these topics became part of the BHAG initiatives 
and were included in sermons, forums or with 
invited speakers.  These pursuits provided a way to 
become more informed and mindful of a subject.  
They have also helped to give our church a solid 
foundation from which new behaviors and 
intentions can grow.   
 
St. Elisabeth saw community recognition, the 
overall BHAG goal “to become THE place,” when 
The Glencoe Anchor published articles about our 
church activities.  Some of this acknowledgement 
was directly related to specific initiatives.  If you 
don’t live in Glencoe, you may not have seen these 
articles.  Here are links if you wish to review them:  
gay wedding, http://www.glencoeanchor.com/st-
elisabeths-hosts-churchs-first-same-sex-wedding; 
interfaith panel, 
http://www.glencoeanchor.com/faith-briefs/st-
elisabeths-glencoe-holds-first-interfaith-panel; and 
Christmas Eve pageant, 
http://www.glencoeanchor.com/st-elisabeths-
performs-christmas-eve-pageant.. As the initiatives 
take off, I trust we will see more articles and 
recognition in other ways in the community. 
 
As a warden I have been on hand for many of the 
activities introduced by leaders from the initiatives.  
I found myself exploring many of the issues on my 
own and noticing the topics more readily in print 
and other media.  This exploration often leads me 
to interpret issues from a different perspective.  
Even if my view has not changed, it was good to 
hear other members of my church community 

http://www.glencoeanchor.com/faith-briefs/st-elisabeths-glencoe-holds-first-interfaith-panel
http://www.glencoeanchor.com/faith-briefs/st-elisabeths-glencoe-holds-first-interfaith-panel
http://www.glencoeanchor.com/st-elisabeths-performs-christmas-eve-pageant
http://www.glencoeanchor.com/st-elisabeths-performs-christmas-eve-pageant
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express their different views.  I hope others were 
able to take advantage in a similar way.   
 
The leaders of the initiatives will summarize their 
efforts in the 2015 Annual Report which will be 
available at the Annual Meeting on January 31.  As 
you are reading the specific details of what each 
group accomplished, take time to review for 
yourself the broader question, What kind of impact 

has the whole BHAG had on you as a parishioner, 
on our church, and on our community? 
 
Come and join me at the Annual Meeting January 
31 after the church service. 
 

Glenna Foley, Jr. Warden 
 

 

 
 
 
Ash Wednesday 
February 10, 2016 
 
Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return 
 
Observance of Ash Wednesday at St. Elisabeth’s: 
 
     8:00 to 9:00 AM – Ashes to Go will be available on the corner 
of South, Hawthorn and Greenwood. 
 
     9:00 AM – Imposition of Ashes in the Chapel 
 
     7:30 PM – Ash Wednesday Liturgy with Imposition of Ashes 
and Holy Eucharist with choir. 
 
 

 
 

 
We will be partnering with St. Augustine's Episcopal Church in Wilmette to 
host the families currently in Family Promise during the week February 21 -
28, 2016. The families will be saying at St. Augustine's. Currently there are 
four families with a total of 9 children ranging in age from 1 years to 18 years 
old. Two of the great strengths of Family Promise are that it keeps families 
together and that it allows children to stay in their own schools during the difficult transition period back to 
a permanent living environment. The online sign up system should be available by Sunday January 31st and 
we will circulate the specifics on where and how to sign up at that time. Church volunteers cook and serve 
meals, host family time for the children, and stay overnight. Any families who have not participated in this 
wonderful program before are encouraged to help. If you look back at your own family histories, you are 
likely to find stories of hard times. This is our chance to give people a helping hand and to help them get 
through their own hard times. If you have any questions, please contact our coordinators Sarah Begor 
(sbegor@sbcglobal.net) and Chuck Chadd.  
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On the bulletin board outside the Living Room, 
there are 17 baby pictures of people from St. 
Elisabeth’s.  It is a contest, and prizes will be 
awarded on February 21.  Deadline for contest is 
February 14.  Can you guess who each baby is?  Fill 
out the contest form from the bulletin board.  Put 
your name and date on the form and put it in the 
folder on the board.  There is a bank of names to 
help give you a hint. 
 
 
 

 
The Intercultural Initiative Team invites you to join Jason Cody 
(cody@lakeforest.edu) on Thursday, February 25 at 7:00 PM in the Chapel at Lake 
Forest College (555 N. Sheridan Rd., Lake Forest) where Dawn Turner Trice, 
(pictured left) award-winning columnist for the Chicago Tribune, will speak on 
"Race: Why Is It So Hard To Talk About?"  Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board 
in the hallway. 
 

 
 
 

 
Come join the 
wonderful group of 
people who meet to 
dialogue around the 
worship planning 
process. This 
committee works to 
ensure that worship 

here at St. Elisabeth’s is always moving forward in a 
positive way, and moving forward smoothly. We 
have dynamic conversations about how we can 
worship in new ways, and how we preserve 
traditions that are very meaningful to us. Our next 
meeting will be Wednesday, February 3 at 7:00 PM 
in the Living Room. Contact Dillon 
(dshipman2010@gmail.com) if you have any 
questions. 

 
The next opportunity for baptism is Easter Day,  
March 27, 2016 
 
If you desire baptism for yourself or your child, please 
contact Daphne Cody (cody@steglencoe.org). 
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The 2016 Flower Chart is up in the hallway and available for you to choose 
dates.  One time-honored tradition at St. Elisabeth’s is for one donor per week 
to provide the altar flowers in honor or in memory of someone, or simply to the 
Glory of God.  When you sign up for a date, you can take a green sheet hanging 
by the chart, fill it out and put it in the plate.  If you have any questions contact 
Carol Archie (carol@thearchies.com) or Anne Healy (annewhealy@gmail.com). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To all of you who so willingly gave your time and effort and money to this big undertaking, we would like to 
thank you for your help.  Each year our church celebrates Christmas in scripture and song and in holiday 
decorations.  And, when it is over, and things are put away, we feel that this was the “best ever!!!!”  This 
year, we truly feel that the church was beautiful and the best ever.!  We hope you agree.  This year was truly 
beautiful it made us sad when it was time to take it all down.  As always, we wish to thank all of you who so 
generously gave money to the Christmas flower fund to make it possible.  Thank all of you who so willingly 
gave your time and effort to the monumental task of putting up then taking down the decorations and 
greens:  Mac DuBose, Susan Chadd, Adrienne Zimmerman, Sherry Schellenbach, Dorothy Generes, Susan 
Newcomb, Hall Healy, Rod Zimmerman, Robert Fischer, Jason Cody, Tasker Generes, Paul Lucas, John 
Arnell, and Rich Lesperance.  If there were others and we have missed mentioning them, please know that 
we appreciated all your help large or small.  A special thanks goes to Mae Cody, Layne and Chase DuBose, 

and Paige Zimmerman for doing the 
crèche in the front of the pulpit.  
They always do such a wonderful 
job.. and I hope you noticed the star 
that was tucked above the pulpit.  
What a great idea!!!  I want to 
especially thank my partner Anne 
Healy because without her planning 
and help, we would have been in a 
sorry mess.  Thank you all who 
contributed so generously to make 
this such a lovely Christmas. 
 

Carol Archie and Anne Healy, 
Flower Co-Chairmen 

 
 
 

December decorating team work day. 
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On January 14 we served some 70 diners at Chez 

Methodist Evanston, the lovely dining emporium for 

hungry folks, and provided take out lunches for them as 

well.  Our thanks to the staff, which included Sam Badger 

(who scouted out “local” sources for food); Sally O’Neil 

(chef doing gourmet bean delight); Nancy Wittleder, 

Libby Hinds, Rosemarie Madden, Carla and John Arnell, 

Sherry Schellenbach (preparation of take-out gourmet 

lunches);  Larry and Vicki Handwerk, Sam and Nancy 

Badger, Anne Tuohy, Tom Flocco, Daphne Cody, Dillon 

Shipman and Claire Lesperance  (sous chefs and wait 

staff and musician for elegant dinner [with background        

         music], to say nothing of cleanup). 

 

To accommodate the many who seek out these positions, we are now accepting applications for the 

above duties for the next dates given to St Elisabeth:  Thursdays, March 10, May 12, July 14, September 

8 and November 10, 2016.  Be sure to mark your calendars! 

 

--Rich Koomjian and John Tuohy 

 

 

 
Don’t miss our Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 31, 2016 after the 10:00 am service.  Elect new vestry, 
hear about the 2016 budget, enjoy refreshments by Robin Lake, and discover our parish’s Mokitas and other 
surprises.  Childcare with food offered, and adjournment by 12:30 pm.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos from the 2015 Annual Meeting. 
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www.steglencoe.org 

 

 

 

 

Regular Weekly Schedule 
 
Sundays 
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Rite I) 
9:50 AM Children’s Education 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 
11:00 AM Coffee Hour 
 
Mondays 
8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
7:30 pm Scout Troop 28 
 
Tuesdays 
7:30-8:30 AM Glencoe Roast Office Hour 
8:30-9:30 AM Lectionary Study Hour 
 

Special Events 
 
Sunday, January 31 
 Annual Meeting 
 

Wednesday, February 3 
 7:00 PM Worship Planning Meeting 
 

Sunday, February 7 
 Scout Sunday 
 

Tuesday, February 16 
 10:30 AM St. Elisabeth’s Book Discussion Group 
 7:30 PM Buildings & Grounds Meeting 
 

Wednesday, February 17 
 7:15 PM Vestry Meeting 
 

February 21 to 28  
 Family Promise Week 
 

Thursday, February 25 
 7:00 pm Intercultural Field Trip to Lake Forest 
 

 


